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BOSTONIAN  SOCIETY. 


THIRTIETH    ANNUAL   MEETING. 


[HE  Thirtieth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society  was  held  in  the  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Old  State  House,  Boston, 
on  Tuesday,  January  17,  191 1,  at  3  P.  M., 
in  accordance  with  a  notice  mailed  to  every 
member. 

Vice-President  Francis  H.  Manning  occupied  the  chair,  and 
the  records  of  the  last  annual  and  monthly  meetings  were  read 
by  the  Clerk,  and  approved. 

MEMORIAL   OF 
JAMES    FROTHINGHAM    HUNNEWELL. 

Mr.  Harold  Murdock,  a  member  of  the  Society,  and  the  suc- 
cessor of  Mr.  Hunnewell  as  President  of  the  Club  of  Odd 
Volumes,  read  the  following  memoir:  — 

Mr.  James  Frothingham  Hunnewell,  who  passed 
away  in  November  of  last  year,  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  this  Society  and  its  President  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  came  of  good  New  England  stock, 
his  ancestors  on  his  father's  side  being  identified  with 
the  life  of  Charlestown  since  1698.  He  was  born  in 
Charlestown  in  1832,  the  son  of  James  and  Susan 
(Lamson)  Hunnewell.  Educated  in  private  schools,  he 
early  entered  the  office  of  his  father,  who  was  one  of 
the  last  of  Boston's  old-time  merchants,  and  who  con- 


ducted  an  extensive  business  over-seas,  sending  the 
American  flag  on  staunch,  trim  vessels  into  the  most 
remote  harbors  of  the  world.  Indeed  as  early  as  1826 
the  firm  had  established  a  house  in  the  Sandwich  Is- 
lands. Shortly  after  the  civil  war  Mr,  Hunnewell 
retired  from  business,  but  this  move  was  merely  a  step 
to  his  entrance  upon  new  activities.  He  became  a 
learned  antiquarian  and  a  wise  collector,  amassing 
through  a  succession  of  busy  years  a  library  of  rare 
and  curious  items,  rich  in  material  relating  to  his 
native  town  and  State. 

As  an  antiquarian  he  was  a  member  of  the  Boston- 
ian,  the  Massachusetts  Historical,  and  the  American 
Antiquarian  Societies.  As  a  collector,  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  The  Club  of  Odd  Volumes,  and  served 
as  its  President  for  nearly  fifteen  years,  the  office  of 
Honorary  President  being  created  for  him  upon  his 
retirement  from  active  duty.  Always  a  good  citizen, 
he  served  upon  the  School  Board  of  Charlestown,  ren- 
dered invaluable  service  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Public 
Library  there,  and  later  identified  himself  with  the 
Massachusetts  Reform  Club.  A  man  of  business  ex- 
perience, he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Charlestown 
Gas  Company,  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Five  Cents  Sav- 
ings Bank.  Of  charitable  and  religious  instincts,  he 
became  Vice-President  of  the  Winchester  Home  for 
Aged  Women,  Trustee  of  the  Charlestown  Dispen- 
saiy,  Vice-President  of  the  Associated  Charities,  Treas- 
urer of  the  old  First  Parish  of  Charlestown,  and  an 
officer  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  Foreign  Parts. 

In  1858  he  received  the  Honorary  degree  of  A.  M. 
from  Beloit  College,  as  a  tribute  not  only  to  his  liter- 
ary work,  but   because   of    kind  and   efficient  service 


rendered  to  that  institution.  Because  of  the  interest 
stimulated  in  the  Hfetime  of  his  father's  firm,  he  ap- 
pears among  the  members  of  the  Hawaiian  Club  in 
Boston,  and  while  serving  as  its  President  he  enter- 
tained at  the  old  house  in  Charlestown  the  last  two 
Queens  of  the  Island  Kingdom. 

With  a  keen  historical  sense  and  a  love  of  the  pic- 
turesque, he  wielded  a  graceful  pen  in  the  preparation 
of  several  literary  works,  some  of  which  are  still  popu- 
lar and  in  current  circulation.  His  Records  of  the 
First  Church,  Charlestown,  his  A  Century  of  Town 
Life,  and  the  Bibliography  of  Charlestowji,  Mass.,  and 
Bunker  Hill,  are  valuable  contributions  to  the  story  of 
his  native  town.  His  Civilizatio7i  of  the  Hawaiian 
Islands,  and  his  edition  of  his  father's  diary  under  the 
title  of  The  fournal  of  the  Voyage  of  the  Missionary 
Packet,  Boston  to  Honolulu,  were  tributes  to  a  people 
in  whose  fortunes  he  always  felt  a  lively  interest. 

Before  his  retirement  from  business  Mr.  Hunnewell 
had  earned  the  title  of  a  traveller,  and  the  passion  for 
roaming  in  foreign  lands  did  not  decline  with  years. 
He  crossed  the  Atlantic  no  less  than  forty-eight  times, 
and  his  experience  in  ocean  voyagings,  which  began 
in  the  old  sailing  packet  days,  culminated  only  two 
years  since  in  the  era  of  turbine  engines  and  triple 
screws.  The  fruit  of  his  travels  and  of  the  long 
periods  spent  abroad  may  be  found  in  his  England's 
Chronicle  in  Stone,  The  Imperial  Island,  The  His- 
torical Monuments  of  France,  and  The  Lands  of  Scott. 
These  titles  form  only  a  part  of  Mr.  Hunnewell's 
literar)'  work.  The  proceedings  and  publications  of 
the  various  historical  and  literaiy  societies  with  which 
he  was  connected  bear  witness  to  his  active  interest 
in  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  founded. 
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It  is  difficult  to  characterize  a  man  who  was  so  es- 
sentially a  member  of  a  generation  that  has  now  almost 
disappeared.  Like  Squire  Hardcastle  in  Goldsmith's 
immortal  comedy  he  loved  "everything  that's  old,  —  old 
times,  old  manners,  old  books."  Of  only  medium  stat- 
ure and  somewhat  bent  in  his  later  years,  he  was  yet 
a  man  of  almost  distinguished  presence.  He  did  not 
owe  his  preferment  in  the  historical  and  bookish  socie- 
ties with  which  he  was  identified  to  any  clubbable 
quality.  Perhaps  he  was  never  what  the  man  of  the 
street  is  wont  to  describe  as  "  a  good  fellow."  Always 
courteous  and  urbane,  he  was  also  distinguished  by  a 
certain  self-restraint  and  reticence  that  discouraged 
noisy  or  undue  familiarity.  An  author  of  really  valu- 
able books,  one  might  have  known  him  for  years  with- 
out learning  the  fact  from  his  lips.  A  collector  of  rare 
and  precious  volumes,  he  was  not  wont  to  discuss  his 
treasures.  Few,  perhaps,  even  in  this  Society  which 
he  loved,  have  had  the  privilege  of  inspecting  that 
great  collection  which  until  his  death  he  fostered  in 
that  quiet  house  beyond  the  Charles.  Is  it  not  fair  to 
assume  that  this  reticence  in  regard  to  his  achieve- 
ments and  his  possessions  had  its  root  in  modesty  and 
diffidence  ?  Was  there  not  something  here  that  mod- 
ern writers  and  collectors  can  respect,  and  perhaps 
copy  to  advantage? 

Another  reason  for  the  reticence  we  have  noted  is 
doubtless  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Hunnewell 
possessed  a  well-stored  mind,  and  was  blessed  with  the 
imagination  of  a  poet.  He  enjoyed  the  companion- 
ship of  men  of  kindred  tastes,  but  he  had  resources  in 
himself  that  rendered  him  independent  of  the  strenu- 
ous social  claims  of  the  present  day.  He  needed  no 
companionship    in    those   fascinating   travels    and    re- 
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searches  that  resulted  in  his  Lands  of  Scott.  He  was 
in  the  company  of  the  great  Wizard  of  the  North,  of 
Dominie  Sampson,  Nicol  Jarvie  and  Dandy  Dinmont, 
of  Prince  Charhe  and  the  plaided  chieftains  of  "  The 
Forty-five,"  and  perhaps  of  the  Queen  of  Scots  herself. 
It  seemed  at  times  as  though  the  name  of  Scotland 
must  have  been  engraven  upon  the  heart  of  this  schol- 
arly, old-fashioned  gentleman. 

In  the  Club  of  Odd  Volumes  he  was  wont  to  give 
an  evening  from  time  to  time  to  one  or  another  of  Sir 
Walter's  great  masterpieces.  His  was  no  technical 
dissertation  upon  faults  of  style  or  construction,  but 
rather  for  an  hour  he  ranged  among  familiar  friends 
and  scenes,  presenting  them  to  his  audience  with  that 
quaint  charm  of  which  he  was  a  master.  He  fairly 
glowed  with  the  love  of  his  theme,  and  as  he  quoted 
paragraph  after  paragraph  of  description  and  dialogue, 
we  seemed  to  see  the  bloom  of  the  heather  on  rain- 
swept hillsides,  and  to  hear  the  skirl  of  the  pipes  as  the 
clansmen  marched  along.  Moments  like  these  always 
came  as  a  surprise  to  those  who  were  only  familiar 
with  his  bearing  upon  more  formal  occasions. 

Mr.  Hunnewell  was  endowed  with  the  artistic  as  well 
as  the  poetic  temperament,  and  the  despoiler  of  beauty 
in  any  form  was  to  him  anathema.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  John  Knox  and  Oliver  Cromwell  have  been 
the  targets  for  his  righteous  indignation.  An  allusion 
to  the  ruined  abbeys  of  Scotland  never  failed  to  call 
forth  some  bitter  comment  upon  the  great  reformer, 
while  whatever  his  estimate  of  Cromwell  as  a  builder 
of  the  English  state,  he  never  forgave  him  the  ruin 
wrought  by  his  soldiers  within  the  cathedral  of  Carlisle. 

On  the  other  hand,  not  many  months  ago  he  was 
much  distressed  by  a  brilliant  paper  read  in  his  pres- 
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ence  which  laid  stress  upon  certain  unchristian  qual- 
ities in  the  character  of  Cotton  Mather.  He  was 
disturbed  and  fearful  lest  these  allegations  should  find 
their  way  into  print.  Now  it  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  Mr.  Hunnewell  would  have  preferred  Cotton 
Mather  to  John  Knox  as  the  leader  of  the  Scottish 
Reformation,  or  that  he  would  have  trusted  Cotton 
Mather  to  have  been  less  rigorous  than  Cromwell  in 
the  employment  of  the  Ironsides  against  the  handi- 
work of  "  idolaters."  It  is  more  likely  that  Mr.  Hun- 
newell's  partiality  for  Mather  was  based  upon  his 
respect  for  an  old  American  family  which  played  a 
strong  part  in  the  making  of  this  nation. 

This  respect  for  pedigree,  or  what  is  commonly 
known  as  "  good  blood,"  was  a  trait  strongly  marked 
in  him.  He  was  an  aristocrat  in  the  broadest  and  best 
sense  of  the  word.  He  believed  in  the  free  institu- 
tions of  his  country,  but  he  believed  also  in  the  benefi- 
cent influence  upon  character  of  a  few  generations  of 
refined  and  educated  ancestors.  To  the  modern  rep- 
resentatives of  old  and  distinguished  families  he  paid 
respectful  homage.  But  in  this,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
add,  there  was  no  taint  of  truckling  or  sycophancy. 
Of  honorable  descent  himself,  he  merely  believed  in 
paying  honor  where  honor  was  due.  Not  long  since 
in  proposing  a  gentleman  of  distinguished  lineage 
for  membership  in  a  certain  Boston  Society,  he  sup- 
plemented the  words  of  nomination  by  the  simple 
statement  that  the  history  of  our  country  recited 
the  qualifications  of  the  candidate.  With  this  re- 
spect for  ancestry  was  coupled  a  reverence  for  the 
monuments  created  by  our  fathers  which  have  been 
handed  down  to  Societies  like  this  to  be  cherished 
and  safeguarded. 
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A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  Mr.  Hunnewell  read 
before  The  Club  of  Odd  Volumes  the  address  he  had 
prepared  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Bostonian 
Society,  He  was  ill,  and  feared  at  times  during  the 
evening  that  he  would  be  unable  to  remain  and  carry 
through  his  part.  When  the  time  came  for  his  paper, 
contrary  to  his  wont  he  remained  seated,  and  in  a 
voice  weak  and  husky  read  from  his  chair.  But  as  he 
came  to  the  concluding  paragraph  which  you  all  re- 
member, wherein  he  pays  a  glowing  tribute  to  this 
ancient  building  in  which  we  are  gathered  this  after- 
noon, he  rose  painfully  to  his  feet  and  threw  his  whole 
soul  into  those  concluding  lines.  It  was  a  singularly 
impressive  incident  —  that  silent  tribute  of  respect 
for  this  historic  structure  and  for  those  generations 
of  strong  men  who  reared  it  and  made  its  story. 

And  this  brings  us  to  what  was,  perhaps,  the  secret 
of  Mr.  Hunnewell's  influence  in  the  numerous  histor- 
ical and  literary  bodies  which  he  honored  with  his 
membership.  He  loved  them  one  and  all.  To  him 
membership  was  an  important  trust,  and  when  called 
to  office  he  regarded  the  summons  not  merely  as  a 
compliment,  but  as  a  call  to  conscientious  responsi- 
bility. He  took  these  things  seriously,  and  in  that 
has  given  us  all  an  example  that  we  may  well  take  to 
heart.  For  some  years  in  feeble  health,  it  was  only  a 
few  weeks  before  his  end  that  he  really  deserted  his 
familiar  haunts  and  laid  down  his  much  loved  work. 
Again  and  again  after  a  day  of  illness  and  pain  he 
made  his  way  to  the  meetings  of  those  Societies  over 
which  he  had  been  chosen  to  preside.  He  literally 
died  in  harness. 

Like  a  leal  old  Scottish  cavalier, 
All  of  the  olden  time. 
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REPORT    OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  Langley  Bodfish,  in  behalf  of  the  Directors, 
presented  their  Annual  Report :  — 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Bos- 
tonian  Society  : 

MEMBERSHIP. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1910  there  were  in  the  Society, 
Honorary  Members        ....  3 


Life  Members 
Annual  Members 


Making  a  total  of 


617 
498 

1,118 


This  shows  the  same  number  of  Honorary  Members,  a  loss 
of  two  Life  Members,  and  a  gain  of  one  Annual  Member. 

An  analysis  of  the  Membership  Rolls  shows  the  following 
changes : 

LIFE    MEMBERS. 


There  were  at  the  close  of  1909 
Added  during  the  year  19 10 

Making       .... 
Died  during  the  year  19 10 

Making  the  present  number 


619 

23 

642 
25 

617 


ANNUAL    MEMBERS. 


There  were  at  the  close  of  1909 
Added  during  the  year  19 10 


Making  the  present  number 


497 
40 


Making      ..... 

537 

Died,    transferred  and    resigned    during 

the  year  19 10 

39 

498 
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VISITORS    TO    THE    OLD    STATE    HOUSE. 

During  the  year  19 IQ,  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Old 
State  House,  who  registered  their  names,  was  as  follows  : 

From  Boston  .  .  .  .  .  2,810 
"  elsewhere  in  the  United  States  20,192 
*'      foreign  countries      .         .         .  520 


23,522 


This  large  increase  in  registration  over  former  years  was 
caused  by  the  several  Conventions  which  have  been  held  in 
Boston  during  the  past  year,  notably  that  of  the  National 
Educational  Association,  and  a  greater  effort  to  secure  the 
registration  of  visitors. 

In  summing  up  the  total  number  of  visitors  who  have 
registered  their  names  since  the  opening  of  our  rooms,  we 
find  the  total  number  is  395,619.  As  observation  shows  that 
not  one-half  of  the  visitors  register,  it  is  safe  to  say  one 
million  or  more  have  visited  the  building.  The  value  of  this 
historical  structure  and  its  cabinets,  as  an  object-lesson  to 
this  vast  number,  cannot  be  overestimated. 

PAPERS  READ  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY. 

During  the  past  year  the  following  papers  have  been  read 
before  the  Society  at  the  Monthly  Meetings  in  the  Council 
Chamber  : 

Jan.  II  :  Annual  Address,  "Destruction  and  Preservation," 
by  James  Frothingham  Hunnewell,  President  of  the  Society. 

Feb.  8  :  "  The  Evolution  of  a  New  England  Home,"  by 
Frank  Smith. 

March  15  :  "Old-Fashioned  Medical  Remedies,"  by  Charles 
S.  Ensign. 

April  20  :  "  James  Taylor,  Treasurer  of  the  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  1693-17 14,"  by  Frank  E.  Bradish. 

May  17  :  "Where  were  the  Quakers  hanged  in  Boston,"  by 
Michael  J.  Canavan. 
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Oct.  i8  :  "An  Epitome  of  Colonnade  Row,"  by  S.  Arthur 
Bent. 

Nov.  15  :  "A  Boston  Mansion  and  its  Occupants,"  by  Wal- 
ter K.  Watkins. 

Dec.  20:  "Laws  and  Courts  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony," 
by  Frank  E.  Bradbury. 

NECROLOGY. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  learned  of  the  deaths  of  forty- 
three  members  of  the  Society ;  their  names  are  as  follows  : 

DIED    IN     1909. 

Alfred  Demeritt  Hoitt,  born  in  Durham,  N.  H.,  Oct.  14, 
1830;  died  in  Arlington,  June  8. 

DIED  IN   19 10. 

William  Thacher  Jenney,  born  in  Boston,  Sept.  15,  1867; 
died  in  Medford,  Jan.  8. 

Charles  Head,  born  in  Medford,  July  8,  1849  ;  died  in  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  12. 

Frank  Dewey  Allen,  born  in  Worcester,  Aug.  16,  1850; 
died  in  Boston,  Jan.  23. 

Miss  Lucy  Smith  Russ,  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  21,  1829; 
died  Feb.  i. 

William  Eustis  Smith,  born  in  Boston,  April  10,  1824  ; 
died  in  Boston,  Feb.  17. 

Samuel  Dennis  Warren,  born  in  Boston,  Jan.  25,  1852; 
died  in  Dedham,  Feb.  20. 

Freeborn  Fairfield  Raymond,  2d,  born  in  Boston,  July  29, 
1851  ;  died  in  Florence,  Italy,  Feb.  22. 

Horatio  Davis,  born  in  Roxbury,  April  6,  1855;  ^^^^  ^^ 
Boston,  Feb.  25. 

Mrs.  Emma  Batcheller,  born  in  Boston,  April  11,  1835; 
died  in  Washington,  D.  C,  March  3. 

Mason  Good  Parker,  born  in  Boston,  June  11,  1831  ;  died 
in  Cambridge,  March  6. 
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Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Foster,  born  in  Boston,  Oct.  29, 
1829;  died  in  Boston,  March  7. 

Alvin  Foye  Sortwell,  born  in  Boston,  July  21,  1854;  died 
in  Cambridge,  March  21. 

George  Cabot  Lee,  born  in  Boston,  March  22,  1830;  died 
in  Boston,  March  22. 

John  Rayner  Edmands,  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  18,  1850; 
died  in  Baltimore,  Md,,  March  26. 

Henry  Shaw,  born  in  Raynham,  Sept.  12,  1829;  died  in 
Revere,  March  28. 

James  Rindge  Stanwood,  born  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  3, 
1847  I  died  in  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  April  9. 

Charles  Edwin  Hurd,  born  in  Croydon,  N.  H.,  June  15, 
1833  ;  died  in  Allston,  April  21. 

Samuel  Sherburne  Mathews,  born  in  Salisbury,  June  3, 
1847  ;  died  in  Roxbury,  May  4. 

James  Bourne  Ayer,  born  in  Boston,  Jan.  6,  1849  ;  died  in 
Boston,  May  14. 

Mrs.  Frances  Erving  Weston,  born  in  Boston,  June  4,  1827  ; 
died  in  Roxbury,  June  4. 

John  Page  Woodbury,  born  in  Atkinson,  N.  H.,  May  24, 
1827  ;  died  in  Boston,  June  17. 

Joshua  Bennett  Holden,  born  in  Woburn,  March  5,  1850; 
died  in  Boston,  June  23. 

William  Jackson,  born  in  Brighton,  March  13,  1848;  died 
in  Brighton,  June  30. 

James  Rogers  Rich,  born  in  Boston,  May  27,  1847;  died  in 
Marblehead,  July  17, 

Mrs.  Margaret  Otis,  born  in  Boston,  May  16,  1833  ;  died  in 
Nahant,  Aug.  2. 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  born  in  Boston,  Oct.  28,  1835  ;  died  in 
Waltham,  Aug.  11. 

George  Prentice  Field,  born  in  Searsmont,  Me.,  Oct.  17, 
1844  ;  died  in  Boston,  Aug.  12. 

John  Lathrop,  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  8,  1835  ;  died  in  Ded- 
ham,  Aug.  24. 
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Charles  Fry,  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  6,  1850  ;  died 
in  Bar  Harbor,  Me.,  Sept.  3. 

James  Lyman  Whitney,  born  in  Northampton,  Nov.  28, 
1835  ;  died  in  Cambridge,  Sept.  25. 

Albert  Oliver  Smith,  born  in  Orleans,  Aug.  9,  1832;  died 
in  Cohasset,  Sept.  28. 

Morton  Dexter,  born  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  July  12,  1846  ; 
died  in  Edgartown,  Oct.  29. 

Josiah  Phillips  Quincy,  born  in  Boston,  Nov.  28,  1829 ;  died 
in  Boston,  Oct.  30. 

John  Appleton  Burnham,  born  in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  Aug. 
I,  1840 ;  died  in  Wenham,  Nov.  2. 

James  Frothingham  Hunnewell,  born  in  Charlestown,  July 
3,  1832;  died  in  Boston,  Nov.  11. 

Artemas  Ward  Lamson,  born  in  Dedham,  March  24 ;  1830  ; 
died  in  Dedham,  Nov.  21. 

Alexander  Clinton  Adams,  born  in  Osterville,  April  9,  1 847  ; 
died  in  Boston,  Nov.  24. 

John  Cummings  Munro,  born  in  Lexington,  March  26, 
1858  ;  died  in  Boston,  Dec.  6. 

George  Doane  Low,  born  in  Jamaica  Plain,  March  i,  1829  ; 
died  in  Boston,  Dec.  17. 

John  Colby  Abbott,  born  in  Brookline,  March  20,  1863  ; 
died  in  Boston,  Dec.  18. 

Charles  Bradley  Holman,  born  in  Dixfield,  Me.,  Sept.  15, 
1841  ;  died  in  Hopkinton,  Dec.  30. 

Mrs.  Mary  Lothrop  Peabody,  born  in  Boston,  Nov.  25, 
1837  ;  died  in  Milton,  Dec.  31. 

Messrs.  Ayer,  Burnham,  Dexter,  Edmands,  Head,  Hoitt, 
Holden,  Hunnewell,  Jackson,  Jenny,  Lamson,  Low,  Munro, 
Paine,  Parker,  Raymond,  Shaw,  Sortwell,  Stanwood,  Warren, 
Whitney  and  Woodbury,  and  Mesdames  Foster  and  Weston 
were  Life  Members. 

Messrs.  Abbott,  Allen,  Davis,  Field,  Fry,  Holman,  Hurd, 
Lathrop,  Lee,  Matthews,   Quincy,   Albert   Oliver   Smith  and 
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William  Eustis  Smith,  Mesdames  Otis  and  Peabody,  and  Miss 
Russ  were  Annual  Members. 

The  Directors  especially  mourn  the  death  of  their  late 
President,  James  Frothingham  Hunnewell.  For  sixteen  years 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  for  three  years  our 
President,  we  cannot  but  feel  deeply  the  great  loss  we  have 
sustained  by  his  decease.  He  was  remarkably  well  equipped 
for  the  duties  of  his  position,  and  most  faithful  in  the  per- 
formance of  them.  His  warm-hearted  greeting,  his  genial 
presence,  and  his  sincere  friendship  will  ever  remain  a  blessed 
memory. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Directors  at 
their  meeting  on  November  14th,  and  by  the  Society,  by  a 
rising  vote,  on  the  following  day :  — 

The  Directors  of  the  Bostonian  Society  desire  to  place  upon 
record  a  testimonial  of  their  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
to  the  Society  by  their  late  associate,  James  Frothingham  Hunne- 
well, one  of  its  original  members,  for  more  than  sixteen  years  one 
of  its  Board  of  Government,  and  for  the  last  three  years  its  Presi- 
dent. His  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  Society  was  manifested  by 
his  regular  and  constant  attendance  at  its  meetings,  and  at  those  of 
its  Board  of  Government  and  its  committees  until  failing  health  com- 
pelled an  occasional  absence.  By  careful  research  he  had  acquired 
a  familiarity  with  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Boston,  and  especi- 
ally with  its  early  literature,  which  gave  special  and  peculiar  value 
to  the  occasional  papers  and  addresses  with  which  he  favored  the 
Society  from  time  to  time,  and  his  presence  will  be  greatly  missed. 
The  Directors  offer  to  his  family  their  sympathy  and  regard,  and 
order  this  Minute  to  be  entered  upon  their  records. 

Hon.  John  Lathrop,  a  lineal  descendant  of  Rev.  John  La- 
throp,  first  minister  of  Scituate  and  Barnstable,  was  for  many 
years  a  distinguished  Judge  of  the  Courts  of  the  Common- 
wealth. In  early  life  he  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  Captain  in 
the  Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Infantry,  Massachusetts  Volunteers^ 
and  during  his  subsequent  legal  career  he  was  the  editor  of 
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thirty-one  volumes  of  the  Massachusetts  Reports.  Judge 
Lathrop  was  an  early  member  of  this  Society ;  he  served  as 
a  Director  from  1885  to  1899,  and  was  deeply  interested  in 
its  welfare. 

James  Rindge  Stanwood  was  well  known  as  an  antiquarian. 
During  his  earlier  life,  while  engaged  in  business  in  this  city, 
he  was  active  in  the  work  of  the  Bostonian  Society.  He  served 
in  1883-85  as  Clerk  of  the  Committee  on  the  Rooms,  an  office 
then,  but  not  now  in  existence. 

James  Lyman  Whitney,  one  of  several  brothers  who  at- 
tained distinction  in  literary  work,  will  be  remembered  for 
his  long  service  in  the  Boston  Public  Library ;  he  also  served 
for  a  few  years  as  Chief  Librarian.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  of  this  Society  for  many  years,  and 
made  a  bequest  to  our  Library  in  his  will. 

Rev.  Morton  Dexter  was  well  known  as  an  historian  of  the 
Plymouth  Pilgrims,  as  his  father  had  been  before  him.  He 
wrote  much  on  this  subject,  two  of  his  published  works  being 
The  England  and  Holland  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  TJie  Story 
of  the  Pilgrijus.  He  was  also  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  was  for  many  years  editor  and 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Congregationalist. 

Charles  Edwin  Hurd  was  much  interested  in  literary  and 
genealogical  work ;  for  nearly  thirty  years  he  was  literary  edi- 
tor of  the  Boston  Transciipt,  and  during  much  of  that  time 
also  editor  of  its  genealogical  department.  He  was  a  frequent 
visitor  to  the  Rooms  of  the  Society  until  ill-health,  the  result 
of  a  severe  accident  several  years  ago,  caused  his  retirement 
from  active  life. 

Josiah  Phillips  Quincy,  who  was  of  distinguished  New  En- 
gland lineage,  was  deeply  interested  in  historical  study,  and 
often  attended  the  meetings  of  this  Society.  His  recent  gift 
to  the  Collections,  which  is  recorded  in  the  Annual  Proceed- 
ings for  last  year,  was  much  appreciated. 

Dr.  James  Bourne  Ayer  was  zealous  in  gathering  the  his- 
tory of  his  native  city,  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Old 
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State  House.  His  specialties  were  the  collection  of  maps  and 
data  concerning  the  Back  Bay  District,  and  the  study  of  the 
so-called  medical  care  given  to  the  demented  and  poor  in  the 
early  days  of  Boston. 

These  and  many  others  have  gone  to  their  reward,  and  their 
exemplary  lives  are  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 


We  have  to  congratulate  the  Society  upon  its  flourishing 
condition.  The  lease  of  the  Old  State  House  has  been  re- 
newed by  the  Mayor  for  twenty  years  ;  the  building  has  been 
renovated  and  is  now  in  creditable  condition  through  the  patri- 
otic interest  of  the  City  and  the  State.  An  appropriation  has 
been  made  to  assist  us  in  the  proper  care  and  maintenance  of 
the  rooms  as  a  Historical  Museum,  teaching  patriotism  to  the 
rising  generation,  to  our  adopted  citizens,  and  to  the  strangers 
within  our  gates. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  Langley  Bodfish, 

For  the  Directors. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ROOMS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Rooms  herewith  presents  its  report 
for  the  year  1 9 1  o  : 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  progress  for  the  Society  in 
that  portion  of  its  work  which  is  specially  entrusted  to  this 
Committee,  namely,  the  care  ot  the  Old  State  House  and  the 
Society's  Collections. 

Three  important  results  have  been  accomplished  during 
the  year.  The  interior  of  the  building  has  been  painted  from 
the  balance  of  the  appropriation  made  jointly  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts  and  the  City  of  Boston  for  its  restor- 
ation ;  a  steam-heating  plant,  also  paid  for  by  a  special  joint 
appropriation  by  the  State  and  City,  has  been  installed,  which 
adequately  heats  the  entire  building ;  and  the  Collections  have 
been  rearranjjed  throughout. 
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The  Collections  are  now  classified  by  subjects  more  than 
ever  before :  the  marine  department  has  so  grown  that  it 
occupies  an  entire  hall,  and  to  this  department  the  Marine 
Museum  has  loaned  its  entire  collection.  The  exhibits  in  the 
third  story  have  been  made  as  attractive  as  those  in  other 
portions  of  the  building.  Moreover  the  hitherto  unnamed 
halls  now  bear  the  names  of  Winthrop,  Blackstone,  Keayne 
and  Whitmore. 

Thus  better  equipped  than  before,  the  Society  enters  upon 
the  thirtieth  year  of  its  service  to  the  community. 

During  the  past  year  the  Society  has  realized  the  sum  of 
$487.08,  from  the  sale  of  prints  and  souvenirs  through  the 
Committee  on  the  Rooms,  and  during  the  same  time  the  Com- 
mittee has  expended  the  sum  of  $556.29  for  the  care  of  the 
rooms. 

Our  late  President,  James  Frothingham  Hunnewell,  early  in 
the  year  gave  us  a  portrait  of  himself,  from  a  plate  engraved 
on  steel  by  E.  G.  Williams  &  Brother,  New  York.  It  bears 
his  autograph,  and  is  suitably  framed  and  appropriately  placed 
in  the  Directors'  Room. 

During  the  year  an  unusually  large  number  of  relics  have 
been  added  to  the  Society's  Collections,  but  it  is  possible  to 
mention  here  a  few  only  : 

The  late  Mrs.  Frances  Erving  Weston,  a  member  for  many 
years,  and  a  frequent  attendant  at  its  meetings,  bequeathed  to 
the  Society,  by  her  will,  a  large  collection  of  relics  formerly 
owned  in  the  Price,  Valentine,  Erving  and  Osgood  families  of 
Boston,  from  whom  she  was  descended.  This  comprises  pic- 
tures, dresses,  china,  books,  jewelry,  etc.  Every  family  relic 
which  Mrs.  Weston  had  treasured  in  her  pleasant  home  in 
Roxbury  was  sacred  to  her,  knowing  as  she  did  the  history  of 
each  one. 

We  have  received  from  Miss  Katherine  Bailey,  of  Lynn,  an 
iron  steam  "jack"  or  spit,  used  for  roasting  purposes.  It  was 
the  nineteenth  patent  granted  in  the  United  States,  being  the 
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ninth  granted  for  the  application  of  steam.  Miss  Bailey  also 
gave  us  the  parchment  grant  for  the  patent,  issued  February 
23,  1792,  and  signed  by  President  Washington,  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Attorney-General  Peyton 
Randolph.  Miss  Bailey  is  the  granddaughter  of  the  inventor, 
John  Bailey,  of  Boston. 

The  Marine  Division  of  the  Boston  Custom  House  has 
loaned  to  the  Society  a  miscellaneous  collection  of  about  sixty 
photographs,  oil  paintings  and  models,  which  are  principally  of 
Boston  vessels.  These  were  gathered  by  Mr.  William  Devens, 
Coastwise  Clerk  of  that  department,  and  are  exhibited  in  the 
upper  story  of  our  building. 

A  banner  of  the  cordvvainers  of  Boston  has  been  given  by 
Mrs.  Clara  Loring  Pew,  and  a  banner  of  the  mastmakers  of 
Boston  by  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Emily  Webster.  These  were 
carried  in  the  Washington  Procession  in  Boston  in  1789,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  a  banner,  similar  to  that  last 
mentioned,  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Society  last  year. 
These  three  banners  will  form  an  interesting  exhibit  as  relics 
of  the  great  procession  which  marched  through  the  streets  of 
Boston  when  Washington  visited  here  during  his  presidential 
tour. 

We  have  received  from  Hon.  Curtis  Guild,  Jr.,  a  watchman's 
rattle  used  in  Boston  about  the  year  1820,  and  from  the  estate 
of  Robert  B.  Palfrey,  of  Milton,  a  chair  which  was  formerly 
the  property  of  John  Hancock,  and  occupied  a  place  in  his 
famous  mansion-house  on  Beacon  Hill.  Its  authenticity  is 
duly  attested. 

Not  the  least  attractive  of  our  new  acquisitions  is  the  relic 
known  as  "The  Golden  Ball."  This  was  first  used  as  the 
swing  sign  of  the  well-known  Golden  Ball  Tavern  which, 
during  most  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  located  at  the 
corner  of  Merchants  Row  and  Corn  Court.  It  later  came 
into  the  possession  of  Henry  Cabot,  of  this  city,  gilder  and 
ornamental  sign  and  banner  painter,  and  he  used  it  as  his 
swing  sign  from    1833  until   his   death   in    1875.     It  finally 
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came  to  the  Society  from  Mr.  Cabot's  daughter,  Miss  Kath- 
arine Cabot  of  Chelsea.  This  ball  was  exhibited  at  the  recent 
December  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  Mr,  Walter  K.  Wat- 
kins,  our  fellow-member,  gave  us  its  history  in  detail.  Mr. 
Watkins'  paper  is  printed  below  as  a  portion  of  this  report. 

THE  GOLDEN  BALL  TAVERN. 

In  the  manuscript  collections  of  the  Society  is  a  plan  show- 
ing the  earliest  owners  of  the  land  bordering  on  the  Corn 
Market.  On  the  site  now  the  south  corner  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Square  and  Merchants  Row  is  noted  the  possession  of  Edward 
Tyng.*  Another  manuscript  of  the  Society,  equally  unique, 
is  an  apprentice  indenture  of  Robert  Orchard  in  1662.  In 
the  account  of  Orchard,  printed  in  the  Publications  of  the 
Society,  Vol.  IV,  is  given  the  continued  history  of  Tyng's  land 
after  it  came  into  the  possession  of  Theodore  Atkinson.  In 
the  history  of  the  sign  of  the  "  Golden  Ball  Tavern,"  we  con- 
tinue the  story  of  the  same  plot  of  land. 

Originally  owned  by  Edward  Tyng,  and  later  by  Theodore 
Atkinson,  and  then  by  the  purchase  of  the  property,  by  Henry 
Deering,  who  married  the  widow  of  Atkinson's  son  Theodore, 
all  this  was  told  in  the  Orchard  article,  f 

It  was  about  1700  that  Henry  Deering  erected  on  his  land 
on  the  north  side  of  a  passage  leading  from  Merchants  Row,  on 
its  west  side,  a  building  which  was  soon  occupied  as  a  tavern. 
Samuel  Tyley,  who  had  kept  the  "  Star  "  in  1699,  the  "Green 
Dragon"  in  1701,  and  later  the  "Salutation"  at  the  North 
End,  left  this  last  tavern  in  1 7 1 1  to  take  Mr.  Deering's  house 
in  Merchants  Row,  the  "  Golden  Ball." 

Henry  Deering  died  in  171 7,  and  was  buried  with  his  wife 
on  the  same  day.  He  had  been  a  man  greatly  interested  in 
public  affairs.  In  1707  he  had  proposed  the  erection  of  a 
building  for  the  custody  of  the  town's  records ;  at  the  same 

*  Publications  of  the  Bostonian  Society,  VII :  p.  132.         t  Ibid.,  IV  :  p.  94. 
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SIGN   OF  THE  GOLDEN    BALL. 


Now  in  the  Collections  of  the   Bostonian   Society. 


time  he  proposed  a  wharf  at  the  foot  of  the  street,  now  State 
Street,  then  extending  only  as  far  as  Merchants  Row.  This 
was  soon  built  as  "Boston  Pier  "  or  "  Long  Wharf."  He  also 
presented  a  memorial  for  the  "  Preventing  Disolation  by  Fire  " 
in  the  town. 

In  the  division  of  Deering's  estate  in  1720  the  dwelling 
house  in  the  occupation  of  Samuel  Tyley,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  "Golden  Ball,"  with  privilege  in  the  passage  on  the 
south  and  in  the  well,  was  given  his  daughter,  Mary,  the 
wife  of  WilHam  Wilson.  Mrs.  Wilson,  in  her  will  drawn  up 
in  1 729,  then  a  widow,  devised  the  house  to  her  namesake  and 
niece,  Mary,  daughter  of  her  brother,  Capt.  Henry  Deering. 
At  the  time  of  Mrs,  Wilson's  death  in  1753  her  niece  was  the 
wife  of  John  Gooch,  whom  she  married  in  1736.  Samuel 
Tyley  died  in  1722,  while  still  the  landlord  of  the  "Golden 
Ball." 

The  next  landlord  of  whom  we  have  knowledge  was  Wil- 
liam Patten,  who  had  taken  the  "Green  Dragon"  in  17 14. 
In  1733  he  was  host  at  the  "Golden  Ball,"  where  he  stayed 
till  1736,  when  he  took  the  inn  on  West  Street,  opposite  the 
schoolhouse,  and  next  to  the  estate  later  known  as  the  "  Wash- 
ington Gardens." 

He  was  succeeded  by  Humphrey  Scarlett,  who  died  Jan,  4, 
1739/40,  aged  46,  and  is  buried  on  Copps  Hill  with  his  first 
wife  Mehitable  (Pierce)  Scarlett.  He  married  as  a  second 
wife  Mary  Wentworth.  By  the  first  wife  he  had  a  daughter 
Mary  (b.  1719),  who  married  Jedediah  Lincoln,  Jr.,  and  by 
the  second  wife,  a  son  named  Humphrey.  When  the  son  was 
a  year  old,  in  1735,  two  negro  servants  of  Scarlett,  by  name 
Yaw  and  Caesar,  were  indicted  for  attempting  to  poison  the 
family  one  morning  at  breakfast,  by  putting  ratsbane  or  arsenic 
in  the  chocolate.  Four  months  after  Scarlett's  death  his 
widow  married  William  Ireland. 

Richard  Gridley,  born  in  Boston  in  17 10,  was  apprenticed 
to  Theodore  Atkinson,  merchant,  and  later  became  a  ganger. 
In  1735  he  kept  a  tavern  on  Common  Street  now  Tremont 


24 

Street.  Here  by  order  of  the  General  Court  he  entertained 
four  Indians,  chiefs  of  the  Pigwacket  tribe,  at  an  expense  of 
;^40  "for  drinks,  tobacco,  victuals  and  dressing."  Five  pounds 
of  this  was  for  extra  trouble.  The  Committee  thought  the 
charges  extravagant  and  cut  him  down  to  ^33  for  their 
entertainment  from  June  28  to  July  9.  In  1738  he  took 
the  "  Golden  Ball,"  His  fame  in  later  years  at  Louisburg 
and  elsewhere,  as  an  engineer  and  artillery  officer,  is  well 
known. 

Gridley  was  followed  as  landlord,  in  1740,  by  Increase  Blake. 
He  was  born  in  Dorchester,  in  1699,  and  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Susanna  (Harrison)  Gray.  Her 
parents  are  noted  in  Boston  history  for  their  ownership  of  the 
rope-walks  at  Fort  Hill.  Blake,  a  tinplate  worker,  held  the 
office  of  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  and  in  1737  leased  a 
shop  of  the  town  at  the  head  of  the  Town  Dock.  He  later 
lived  near  Battery-march  and  was  burned  out  in  the  fire  of 
1760. 

In  17 1 5  there  was  born  in  Salem,  John  Marston.  He  mar- 
ried in  1740,  Hannah  Welland,  and  by  her  had  three  daugh- 
ters. In  1745,  at  the  first  siege  of  Louisburg,  he  was  a  first 
lieutenant  in  the  fifth  company,  commanded  by  Capt.  Charles 
King,  in  Colonel  Jeremiah  Moulton's  regiment.  His  wife  hav- 
ing died,  he  married  her  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Welland) 
Blake.  His  second  wife  died  and  he  married  in  1755  Eliza- 
beth Greenwood.  He  was  landlord  at  the  "Golden  Ball"  as 
early  as  1757.  In  1760  he  purchased  a  house  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Hanover  and  Cross  Streets,  and  later  other 
property  on  Copps  Hill.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  member 
of  the  "Boston  Tea  Party."  During  the  Revolution  he  was 
known  as  *'  Captain  "  Marston,  and  attended  to  military  mat- 
ters in  Boston,  supplying  muskets  to  the  town's  people  as  a 
committeeman  of  the  town.  He  continued  to  keep  a  house  of 
entertainment  and  went  to  the  "^unch  of  Grapes"  in  1775. 
There  he  was  cautioned  in  1778  for  allowing  gaming  in  his 
house,  such  as  playing  backgammon.     He   died  in  August, 


CAPT.    JOHN    MARSTON,    1715-1786, 

Landlord  of  the  ''Golden   Ball"   and   "  Bunch  of  Grapes. 
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1/86,  while  keeping  the  "Bunch  of  Grapes"  on  King,  now 
State  Street,  and  there  he  was  succeeded  by  his  widow  in 
retailing  liquors.     He  left  an  estate  valued  at  ;£'2000. 

Benjamin  Loring,  born  in  Hingham  in  1736,  married  Sarah 
Smith,  in  Boston,  in  1771.  During  the  Revolution  he  kept 
the  "Golden  Ball."  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1782,  and  his 
widow  succeeded  him  and  kept  the  tavern  till  her  death  in 
1790. 

From  the  inventory  of  her  estate  it  appears  that  the  house 
consisted,  on  the  ground  floor,  of  a  large  front  room  and  small 
front  room,  the  bar  and  kitchen,  and  closets  in  the  entry.  A 
front  and  a  back  chamber,  front  upper  chamber  and  another 
upper  chamber  and  garret  completed  the  list  of  rooms.  On 
the  shelves  of  the  bar  rested  large  and  small  china  bowls  for 
punch,  decanters  for  wine,  tumblers,  wine  glasses  and  case 
bottles.  There  also  was  found  a  small  sieve  and  lemon 
squeezer,  with  a  Bible,  Psalm  and  Prayer-books.  On  the  wall 
of  the  front  chamber  hung  an  old  Highland  sword. 

The  cash  on  hand  at  the  widow's  death  consisted  of  —  4 
English  shillings,  20  New  England  shillings,  10  English  six- 
pences, a  French  crown,  a  piece  of  Spanish  money,  half  a 
guinea  and  bank  notes  to  the  value  of  ^4 :  10.  In  one  of  the 
chambers  was  ^483  Continental  paper  money,  of  no  appraised 
value. 

Benjamin  Loring,  at  his  death,  left  his  share  of  one-half  a 
house  in  Hingham  to  be  improved  for  his  wife  during  her  life, 
then  to  his  sisters,  Abigail  and  Elizabeth,  and  ultimately  to  go 
to  Benjamin,  the  son  of  his  brother  Joseph  Loring,  of  Hing- 
ham. The  younger  Benjamin  became  a  citizen  of  Boston,  a 
captain  of  the  "Ancients  "  and  a  colonel  in  the  militia.  He 
started  in  business  as  a  bookbinder,  and  later  was  a  stationer 
and  a  manufacturer  of  blank  books,  leaving  quite  a  fortune  at 
his  death  in  1859.  His  portrait  is  displayed  in  the  Armory 
of  the  Artillery  Company.  A  portrait  of  the  elder  Loring 
(the  landlord  of  the  "  Golden  Ball  ")  shows  him  with  a  comely 
face  and  wearing  a  tie-wig. 
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The  Columbian  Centinel  of  Dec.  3,  1794,  had  the  following 
advertisement :  — 

For  sale,  if  applied  for  immediately,  The  Noted  Tavern  in  the  Street 
leading  from  the  Market  to  State  street  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Golden  Ball.  It  has  been  improved  as  a  tavern  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  is  an  excellent  stand  for  a  store.  Inquire  of  Ebenezer  Storer,  in 
Sudbury  Street. 

Mr.  Storer  acted  as  the  agent  of  Mary,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Gerrish  Gray,  of  Windsor,  N.  S.,  who  was  the  heiress 
of  Mary  Gooch,  who  resided  at  Marshfield,  Mass.,  at  the  time 
of  her  death.  Mr.  Gray  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Gray  of  Bos- 
ton and  Halifax,  N.  S.,  a  loyalist.  Mary,  the  heiress,  was  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Ray  Thomas,  a  loyalist  of  Marshfield, 
who  had  married  Sally  Deering,  a  sister  of  Mary  Gooch  of 
Marshfield. 

The  property  was  sold  by  Mrs.  Gray,  June  9,  1795,  to  James 
Tisdale,  a  merchant,  who  bought  also  adjoining  lots.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  the  "  Golden  Ball  "  disappeared  from  Merchants 
Row  where  it  had  hung  as  a  landmark  for  about  a  century. 
Tisdale  soon  sold  his  lots  to  Joseph  Blake,  a  merchant,  who 
erected  warehouses  on  the  site. 

There  was  still  an  attraction  in  the  "  Golden  Ball,"  however, 
and  in  1799  we  find  it  swinging  in  Wing's  Lane,  now  Elm 
Street,  for  Nathan  Winship.  He  was  the  son  of  Jonathan, 
and  born  in  Cambridge.  In  1790  he  was  living  in  Roxbury. 
He  died  in  181 8,  leaving  a  daughter  Lucy,  He  had  parted 
with  the  "  Golden  Ball  "  long  before  his  death. 

In  1805  there  was  erected  in  South  Boston  a  building  by 
one  Garrett  Murphy.  It  stood  on  Fourth  Street,  between 
Dorchester  Avenue  and  A  Street,  and  here  he  displayed  the 
"  Golden  Ball  "  for  five  years,  as  his  hotel  sign.  Just  a  cen- 
tury ago,  in  1 810,  for  want  of  patronage,  it  became  a  private 
residence.  About  1840  the  hotel  was  re-opened  as  the  South 
Boston  Hotel. 

From  South  Boston  the  "  Golden  Ball "  rolled  back  to  Elm 
Street,  and  in  181 1  hung  at  the  entrance  of  Joseph  Bradley's 
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Tavern.  From  this  "  Golden  Ball  "  started  the  stages  for 
Quebec  on  Mondays  at  four  in  the  morning.  They  arrived 
at  Concord,  N.  H.,  at  seven  in  the  evening.  Leaving  there 
at  four  Tuesday  mornings  they  reached  Hanover,  N.  H.,  at 
two  in  the  afternoon  and,  continuing  on,  arrived  at  Haverhill, 
N.  H.,  near  Woodsville,  at  nine  Wednesday  evening. 

The  next  appearance  of  the  "Golden  Ball"  was  on  Con- 
gress Street,  where  at  number  thirteen  was  the  new  tavern  of 
Thomas  Murphy  in  1816. 

Henry  Cabot,  born  18 12,  was  a  painter,  and  first  began 
business  at  2  Scollay's  Building  in  1833.  He  removed  to 
Blackstone  Street  in  1835,  where  he  was  located  at  various 
numbers  till  1858,  when  he  went  to  North  Street.  He  re- 
sided in  Chelsea  from  1846,  till  his  death  in  1875  ;  the  occu- 
pation of  this  owner  of  the  "  Golden  Ball  "  was  that  of  an 
ornamental  sign  and  standard  painter.  His  choice  of  a  sign 
was  not  according  to  the  traditions  of  his  trade,  and  did  not 
conform  with  the  painters'  arras  of  the  London  Guild  Com- 
pany which  were  placed  on  the  building  in  Hanover  Street, 
by  an  earlier  member  of  that  craft.  It  was  no  worse  choice 
however  than  a  sign  which  some  of  us  may  recall  as  swinging 
on  Washington  Street  near  Dock  Square  fifty  years  ago,  "  The 
Sign  of  the  Dying  Warrior,  N.  M.  Phillips,  Sign  Painter." 

The  "  Golden  Ball  "  was  the  sign  anciently  hung  out  in 
London  by  the  silk  mercers,  and  was  used  by  them  to  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Mr.  Cabot's  choice  of  a  loca- 
tion to  start  his  business  life  was  more  appropriate  than  his 
sign,  as  in  the  block  of  shops,  owned  by  the  town,  connect- 
ing on  the  west  side  of  the  Scollay's  Building,  had  been  the 
paint  shop  of  Samuel,  brother  of  Christopher  Gore. 

For  the  Committee, 

Levi  L.  Willcutt,  Courtenay  Guild, 

Francis  H.  Manning,  Joseph  G.  Minot, 

Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr.  The  Clerk. 


December  J/,  igil. 


Charles  F.  Read,  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reports  as  follows  for  the 
year  1910 : 

During  the  past  year  ninety-six  volumes  and  seventy-five 
pamphlets  have  been  added  to  the  Library  of  the  Society  by 
gift  and  purchase,  and  the  sum  of  1^66.44  has  been  expended 
for  maintenance,  binding,  and  purchase  of  books. 

The  following  publications  are  among  those  received  during 
the  past  year  :  — 

From  Mr.  Norcross,  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  sixteen 
volumes  of  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  embracing  the  years  1692  to  1760.  This 
valuable  historical  work,  which  is  now  in  course  of  publication 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  surely  finds  an  ap- 
propriate place  in  our  Library,  inasmuch  as  the  legislation 
recorded  therein,  was,  for  the  greater  part,  enacted  in  the  very 
building  in  which  we  are  assembled. 

The  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts  has  presented  to 
the  Library  volumes  4  and  1 1  of  its  Publications,  and  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society  has  also  given  volume  i  of 
the  third  series  of  its  Proceedings.  These  volumes  contain  a 
great  amount  of  material  relating  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
early  history  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  are  invaluable  to 
the  historical  student. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  three  books  relating  to  Boston 
Common  have  been  published  during  the  past  year,  and  are 
in  the  Library.  Their  titles  are  "  Campestris  Ulmus,  the 
Oldest  Inhabitant  of  Boston  Common,"  by  Joseph  H.  Curtis  ; 
"Early  Days  on  Boston  Common,"  by  Mary  Farwell  Ayer, 
and  "Boston  Common,"  by  M.  A.  De  Wolfe  Howe.  In  text 
and  illustrations  they  add  greatly  to  our  knowledge  of  Boston's 
most  ancient  pleasure-ground,  and  are  also  fine  examples  of 
modern  methods  of  book-making. 

The  Commonwealth  is  still  distributing  the  Vital  Records, 
to  1850,  of  cities  and  towns  not  already  published.     We  have 
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received,  through  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the 
records  of  Athol,  Bolton,  Danvers  in  two  volumes,  Haverhill 
volume  I,  Natick,  Tisbury,  Warren,  Weymouth  in  two  vol- 
umes, and  Wrentham. 

Other  books,  received  from  the  authors,  are  "  Old  Boston 
Days  and  Ways,"  and  "Romantic  Days  in  Old  Boston,"  two 
recent  issues  of  Miss  Mary  CaroHne  Crawford's  series  of 
histories  of  Boston,  and  the  "  Loyalists  of  Massachusetts,"  by 
James  H.  Stark. 

The  literary  collections  of  the  Society  continue  to  increase, 
and  it  again  becomes  necessary  to  provide  additional  shelf- 
room  in  the  near  future.  Yet  additions  to  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  the  books  of  the  Society  are  probably  only  temporary, 
for  it  is  evident  that  the  Library  must  soon  be  developed  on  a 
more  comprehensive  plan.  It  is  now  contained  in  two  unsuit- 
able rooms,  the  office  and  the  committee  room  of  the  Society  ; 
and  there  it  has  grown  steadily,  but  in  an  undignified  manner. 

The  suggestion  is  therefore  made  by  the  Committee  that 
Whitmore  Hall  become  the  Library  of  the  Society.  May  we 
not  foresee  the  time  when  that  pleasant  room,  which  has  echoed 
the  footsteps  of  our  great  Washington,  shall  be  lined  with  the 
books  and  pamphlets  of  the  Society,  which  refer  in  a  large 
measure  to  the  history  of  Boston.  May  we  not  hope  that 
some  interested  member  will  cause  this  dream  of  the  future 
to  be  realized,  or  that  the  Library  may  be  a  memorial  of 
some  member,  who,  in  his  day  and  generation,  loved  to  study 
the  history  of  Boston,  and  aided  in  the  preservation  of  its 
antiquities. 

Before  closing  this  report  the  Committee  desires  to  place 
on  record  in  permanent  form  the  following  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  James  Lyman  Whitney,  who  was  for 
many  years  its  Chairman,  and  who  remembered  the  Library 
in  his  last  will  and  testament :  — 

The  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library  of  the  Bostonian 
Society  wish  to  place  on  their  records  their  deep  sense  of  regret  at 
the  death  of  their  Chairman,  James  L.  Whitney,  and  their  sorrow 
that  he  will  be  no  more  with  them. 
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His  constant  attendance  at  its  meetings  while  in  health,  the 
intelligent  aid  which  his  knowledge  of  books  enabled  him  to  give 
to  his  associates,  his  cordial  greeting  and  his  warm  friendship,  con- 
stitute a  memory  which  will  long  be  with  us. 

We  wish  to  tender  our  sympathy  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Whitney 
in  the  loss  which  we  share  with  them. 

For  the  Committee, 
Francis  H.  Brown,  William  G.  Shillaber, 

Walter  K.  Watkins,  Henry  W.  Cunningham. 

Charles   F.  Read,  Clerk. 
December  Jl,  igio. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  submits  herewith  its  An- 
nual Report  for  the  year  19 lo. 

The  series  entitled  "  Publications  of  the  Bostonian  Society  " 
has  been  increased  during  the  year  by  the  completion  of  the 
seventh  volume,  which  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers  as  soon 
as  received  from  the  bindery.  This  will  contain  a  lively 
description  of  the  ancient  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  Boston  of 
a  century  ago,  with  reminiscences  of  some  of  the  attractions 
of  the  ancient  town,  and  of  two  or  three  of  the  militia  com- 
panies of  that  period.  This  has  been  printed,  with  a  few 
additions,  from  the  manuscript  of  a  paper  read  to  the  Society 
by  one  of  its  members,  the  late  John  T.  Prince.  The  second 
paper  tells  the  story  of  the  Trial  in  Boston  of  the  "  Dutch 
Pirates,"  an  episode  in  the  history  of  the  town  during  the  last 
decade  of  the  seventeenth  century,  which  has  been  almost 
forgotten  or  overlooked  by  our  local  historians ;  the  Rev. 
George  M.  Bodge  has  prepared  a  vigorous  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject, based  on  original  documents  in  the  State  archives.  Mr. 
Fitz-Henry  Smith,  Jr.,  in  a  very  carefully  studied  paper,  gives 
the  History  of  Boston  Light  with  some  account  of  the  bea- 
cons in  Boston  Harbor,  which  is  illustrated  by  views  of  the 
Light  at  different  periods,  and  Mr.  Walter  K.  Watkins  dis- 
cusses an  old  plan  of  the  site  of  Faneuil  Hall,  preserved  in  our 


Collections,  which  shows  the  estates  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Town  Dock  and  their  ownership. 

Incidentally  we  may  note  that  Mr.  Watkins  explains  in  his 
paper  the  reason  for  the  well-known  "jog"  in  Merchants  Row, 
near  the  corner  of  Faneuil  Hall  Square  ;  his  discovery  of  the 
deed  of  this  land,  which  is  not  recorded  in  the  County  Regis- 
try of  Deeds  but  in  the  town's  record  book  of  deeds,  furnished 
the  long  sought-for-evidence  that  this  bit  of  land  was  not 
private  property,  as  had  been  claimed  and  disputed,  but  was 
really  a  part  of  the  street.  These  "Publications"  have  already 
brought  to  light  many  other  forgotten  events  relating  to  the 
history  and  antiquities  of  Boston.  Only  a  limited  edition  is 
printed,  which  is  first  offered  to  our  membership. 

The  colored  illustration  in  the  Annual  Proceedings  for  191 1 
will  be  a  view  of  Boston  Harbor  from  Fort  Hill  as  it  appeared 
over  half  a  century  ago.  Our  plate  is  a  photographic  repro- 
duction from  the  original  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  was 
painted  in  1854,  by  Mr.  J.  W.  A.  Scott,  a  Boston  artist,  and 
gives  a  very  accurate  idea  of  the  view  before  the  changes  on 
Atlantic  Avenue  and  the  removal  of  Fort  Hill.  This  will  be 
an  interesting  addition  to  our  series  of  colored  prints,  for 
which  there  have  been  many  calls,  especially  from  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  custom,  now  so  extensively  in  vogue, 
of  "extending"  works  relating  to  the  local  history  of  our  city. 
A  list  of  these  pictures  can  be  obtained  from  the  Clerk. 

The  Committee  would  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  those 
members  who  have  recently  joined  the  Society,  that  complete 
sets  of  the  records  of  the  Annual  Proceedings,  from  its  found- 
ation, can  be  obtained  at  the  office  of  the  Clerk.  Single  copies 
are  sold  at  25  cents  each,  and  when  complete  sets  are  taken, 
title  pages  for  binding  are  furnished  without  additional  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

John  W.  Farwell,  Albert  Matthews, 

RuFus  G,  F.  Candage,  William  Sumner  Appleton. 


December  JI,  igiO. 


Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
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REPORT   OF   THE    COMMITTEE   ON    FINANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report  as  follows 
for  the  year  1910  :  — 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1909  the  Permanent  Fund  of  the 
Society  amounted  to  $46,860.75  ;  of  this  amount  1^46,000.00 
is  invested. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  added  to  this  Fund  the 
sura  of  1^700.25,  which  has  been  derived  from  fees  of  new  life 
members  and  unexpended  income  of  the  Fund. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  year,  therefore,  the  Permanent 
Fund  amounted  to  $46,000,00,  invested,  and  $1,561.00  unin- 
vested, making  a  total  of  $47,561.00. 

The  Committee  desires  to  acknowledge  on  behalf  of  the 
Society  the  welcome  financial  aid  which  it  now  receives  from 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  the  City  of  Boston  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Old  State  House.  The  favorable  action 
of  Governor  Draper  and  Mayor  Fitzgerald,  confirming  that  of 
the  Legislature  and  the  City  Council  of  19 10,  should  be  an 
incentive  for  the  Society  to  prosecute  with  renewed  vigor  the 
two-fold  object  for  which  it  exists,  the  care  of  the  Old  State 
House,  and  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston  and  the  preser- 
vation of  its  antiquities. 

For  the  Committee, 

Grenville  H.  Norcross, 
courtenay  guild. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Treasurer. 
December  ^I,  I ^10. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  Annual  Report,  duly  audited, 
showing  the  condition  of  the  Permanent  Funds,  and  the  cur- 
rent receipts  and  expenses  for  the  year.  These  reports  will 
be  found  on  subsequent  pages. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  nominate  Officers  of 
the  Bostonian  Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  begs  to  report 
that  it  has  attended  to  its  duty  and  proposes  the  following 
candidates :  — 

For  Clerk  and  Ireasurer, 

Charles   F.  Read. 
For  Directors, 


Joshua  P.  L.  Bodfish. 
Levi  L.  Willcutt, 
William  T.  R.  Marvin, 
Grenville  H.  Norcross, 


Francis  H.  Manning, 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr., 
John  W.  Farwell, 

COURTENAY   GuiLD, 


Nominating 
Committee. 


Francis  H.  Brown. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

FiTZROY  Kelly, 
Moses  Greeley  Parker, 
J.  Anthony  Remick, 
Herbert  Foster  Otis, 
I.  M.  Gaugengigl, 
December  2^^  igio. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted,  and  the  Society 
then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  and  the  result  as 
reported  by  the  tellers  showed  the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
gentlemen  named  on  the  ballot  as  nominated. 

It  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Murdock's  Memorial  of  President 
Hunnewell,  and  the  Reports  of  the  several  committees  as 
submitted,  with  the  usual  Rolls  of  Members,  etc.,  be  printed 
in  the  Annual  Proceedings. 

On  motion  the  Society  then  adjourned. 

Charles  F.  Read,   Clerk. 
January  ly,  igil. 


34 


& 
O 
O 

o 

< 

z 

u 

u 


I— t 

o 
o 
en 

z 

o 

H 

CO 

O 

n 


o 

O 

O 
O 

^     ON 
•J-v    f^ 

o 

N 

O 

u-i    O 

U3  C  <u  O  r?^  C  D 

c  -j::  a.  ^,  :£  s  o 

o  c  o  J4  "C  o  cu 

•4=  -r  13  y  c  H  c 


o 

2 

o  .t; 

"-'      4) 

>^  ^  , 

pq   -    - 


3   o 

Oh     S"    cT    t«- 


-o   c 
c    o 


O     bjO 


UJU      p 


r?   rt 


o 


c  -S 


tuO 


5    &H 


P     f?^CL, 


3     (U     3     C 


U 


„  Oh 
G    '-' 


S     (^ 


>      C    > 


o    c 
.   a 

W 


c    o 
W  > 


> 


o 

4> 

o 

p:; 

a, 

a, 

o 

tn 

3 

^ 

-o 

ex 

rt 

c 

^ 

o 

rt 

>, 

u 

cf; 

rt 

£ 

b/3 

c 

I. 
J3 

O 

'^ 

H-I 

P^ 

a 

o 

rt 

C 

a 

O 

—    I— I   .2    , ,     *-     e     aj 


<u   s 

a 

o 
U 


bo  <u  o 

c    OJ  __ 

'C    ti  err 

5  "e  -^ 

u 


00     O    CO     O      O     CO 

ri    N    "    >-  vo 


C    bo 
o   .g 

•=  -a 
f°    bo 

U     G 


5    o  .S 


Oh 


o 

-n 

a 

3 

O 

is 

W 

bO  i- 


bo  —     G 
&.    §    U     G 

^     -     ^     ^ 

-    -    -    13 

pq 


< 

w 
Pi 


ir^    f^     iT\    vr\    ij>, 


< 

Pi 


C 


W 
<u 

^  G 

1)  o 

"^  3 

G  ^ 


h>  4) 

^  "5 

4J  O 

H  ^ 

.2  g  > 

n:  _  c 

_^  c«    o 

^  G  t:: 

u  ^    <n 

3  <  -^ 

o  3 

fe  o  a- 


U  U 
o  - 


G      o 

S    3 


i:    S 


!A      O 


>^  Si 

PL,  ►S 


^cn   >   ^ 

■^  ^^  'i-^         e 


P3 


oo     rt 


G 


o 
S  > 


C      l-H 

CI      . 
g   > 


bO 


PU 


.-< 


U) 


t!     c« 


:s 

G 
O 

s  r, 


o  ■" 


00  5 
— '   G 

lu  •£: 

4)    t«    c5 


o  S 


!-    -G     c« 


3     on    -G     3 
O     rt    -^     O 


^  ;^  "*H  [i. 


S    PL, 

< 


ON      . 

"    G 


5   o- 


35 


0-, 


i  ^  w 

^  u  -- 
°  o  .a 

.si  ^ 


o 

0^ 


o    o 

CO   \o 


fe 

fe 

a 

a, 

o 

'^ 

f^ 

t/i 

"rr 

<u 

(U 

n 

J3 

^ 

s 

W 

s  s 

V 

1) 

^ 

K-) 

-1 

<L> 

HJ 

'o 

o 

C 

>> 

r/1 

H 

a 

O 

.. 

H 

' 

' 

^ 


z   i;   ^ 

<    oj   +3 

i  ^° 

2  <" 

o         ^ 


-»-  en 

—  -t:  >. 

O  3  ^ 

g  8  i 

S  '^  - 

fe  '-  ti 

c  -  D 

o  3  ^ 

0  tfi  <U 

<U  t«  O 

4-'  U 

.-S  !-t  ^ 

1  ?^"^ 
O  -•  1- 

^-'  T3  J3 


0)      <U 

•5    E 


3  >^ 


<u 

UJ 

w 

.-^ 

J 

3 
U 
0) 

3 

h4 

l-H 
> 

C/J 

(U 

^ 

(U     <u 


O    re   j3 


<u  H  a 


e  ^ 


D 

o  u 


i:     •J     .-«     fli     c: 


c     ^    > 


6u0    S 


<U 


0)    jr  -»-• 

3    r  c 

a;    S  "! 

C/2  « 


ooooooooo 
ooooooooo 

reOOOOOOOOQ 
OiOOOOOOOOO 

o    oooooooo 

>-ro<r^ro~^N  rococo 


_o 

"o 

* 

^-l 

(U 

J^ 

a 

'" 

. 

T3 

en 

<u 

• 

• 

> 

CK 

.s 

-a 

03 

c 

u 

• 

13 

0      VI 

13 

o 

O 

W  -a 

tn 

T3 

>% 

m 

CO 

^1 

C 
0 

.? 

*  pq 

S5. 

C 
0 

^^ 

(/I 

M 

V3 

o 

CO 

tn 

fq 

d 

-a   ^ 
§p4 

13 
c 
0 
P3 

^ 
■^ 

^ 

T3 
C 
0 

pq 

o 
c 

3 

J:^  3 

3     rt 
O     tn 

w  2 

c 

CJ 

2  =a 

c 
"0 

e2 

U4 

<:« 

Pu      . 

=a 

(U      .. 

o   2 

^13 

C 
0 
[« 

0 

1j 

e 

^  0 

da 

5 
0 

P5 

'C 

U  :J^ 

M 

< 

'6  5? 

u" 

m 

6 

SPECIAL   FUNDS. 


The  Invested  Funds  of  the  Society  include  the  following 
Special  Funds :  — 


Robert  Charles  Billings  Fund 

Boston  Memorial  Association  Fund 

Edward  IngersoU  Browne  Fund  . 

George  Oliver  Carpenter  Memorial  Fund 

Mrs.  Catherine  Page  Perkins   Fund     . 

Samuel  Elwell   Sawyer  Fund 

Joseph  Henry  Stickney  Fund 

William  B.  Trask  Fund 

Robert  Charles  Winthrop  Fund  . 


.     S53,ooo 

00 

1,179 

51 

1,000 

00 

1,000 

00 

4,000 

00 

4,610 

87 

1,000 

00 

500 

00 

3,000 

00 

FORM    OF   BEQUEST. 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Bostonian  Society,  in  the 

City  of  Boston,  the  sum  of dollars, 

for  the  general  use  and  purposes  of  the  said  Society. 
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WHERE  WERE  THE  QUAKERS   HANGED? 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  on  May  17, 
1910,  Mr.  Michael  J.  Canavan  read  the  following  paper:  — 

In  1659,  '60  and  '61  four  Quakers  were  hanged  in  Boston, 
—  all  good,  honest  people ;  these  were  William  Robinson,  a 
merchant  of  London ;  Marmaduke  Stevenson,  a  farmer  of 
Yorkshire ;  Mary  Dyer,  the  wife  of  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  William  Leddra  of  Barbadoes. 

Marmaduke  Stevenson  was  a  yeoman.  He  said  that  while 
plowing  in  his  field  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  saying 
"  I  have  ordained  thee  to  be  a  prophet  to  the  nation."  He 
came  to  Massachusetts,  and  in  1659  made  a  public  disturbance 
in  the  congregation  in  Boston.  He  and  William  Robinson, 
another  prophet,  were  banished,  and  with  them  Mary  Dyer, 
the  wife  of  the  Secretary  of  Rhode  Island,  was  also  sent 
away.  She  said  that  the  light  within  her  was  the  rule, —  a 
doctrine  maintained  by  her  friend,  Anne  Hutchinson,  many 
years  before. 

They  returned  quickly  from  their  banishment,  and  were 
tried  at  the  next  General  Court  "  for  their  rebellion,  sedition 
and  presumptuous  obtruding  themselves  after  punishment  upon 
pain  of  death,"  and  were  sentenced  to  die.  The  first  two  were 
executed  October  27,  1659.  Mary  Dyer  was  carried  to  the 
gallows,  and  stood  on  the  ladder  with  a  handkerchief  over  her 
eyes  and  her  skirts  tied  about  her  feet,  but  at  the  solicitation 
of  her  son  she  was  reprieved.  She  again  returned  and  was 
executed  June  i,  1660. 

In  September,  1660,  William  Leddra  was  tried  and  con- 
victed of  being  a  Quaker.  He  returned  after  banishment, 
and  the  General  Court  gave  him  liberty  to  go  to  England 
with  others,  but  he  refused  and  was  brought  to  trial.  He  de- 
nied the  authority  of  the  magistrates.     The  Court  told  him 
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he  could  go  to  England  if  he  would  leave  the  country,  but  he 
refused,  saying  "  I  am  willing  to  die."  As  he  would  not  de- 
part, he  was  tried.  The  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  he  was 
hanged  March  14,  1661. 

In  our  day  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  Quakers  were 
hanged  on  the  "  Old  Elm  "  in  Boston  Common.  It  is  said 
that  this  was  common  tradition,  but  probably  the  tradition 
started  early  in  the  nineteenth  century.  This  tradition  is  con- 
troverted by  the  statement  of  Lydia  Hancock,  that  this  tree 
was  set  out  by  her  grandfather  about  1670.  Lydia  was  born 
in  1 7 14,  went  to  live  in  the  Hancock  house,  immediately 
overlooking  this  tree,  in  1737,  and  passed  the  rest  of  her  life 
there. 

Savage,  in  his  "Boston  Watch  and  Police"  (p.  335),  writes 
that  he  has  read  and  copied  the  following  affidavit  by  Governor 
Hancock's  widow,  Dorothy. 

"Mrs.  Hancock,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Hancock,  who  was  the 
uncle  of  the  Governor,  has  often  told  me  that  her  grandfather, 
Hezekiah  Henchman,  when  a  boy,  transplanted  'the  Great 
Elm '  from  the  North-end  to  where  it  now  stands.  Mrs. 
Hancock  has  often  pointed  at  the  old  tree  and  spoken  of 
the  circumstances,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  in  our 
family." 

If  we  accept  the  statements  of  these  highly  respectable, 
and  therefore  of  course  truthful  ladies,  the  Quakers  could 
hardly  have  been  hanged  on  the  "  Old  Elm,"  for  at  the  time 
of  the  executions  it  would  have  been  only  a  slight  slip  or 
at  most  a  sapling,  and  very  likely  was  not  yet  in  existence 
at  all. 

The  original  Henchman,  Daniel,  left  Boston  for  Worcester 
probably  in  1677.  His  son  Daniel  was  baptized  here  that 
year.  Hezekiah  was  back  in  Boston  by  1688,  for  beginning 
that  year  he  had  a  succession  of  children  baptized  here,  and  in 
1 7 14  his  son  Daniel's  daughter  Lydia  was  born. 

Lydia  married  Thomas  Hancock,  who  worked  in  her  father's 
shop  and  succeeded  him  in  business.  Thomas  built  the 
Hancock  house  in  1737.     According  to  Bonner's  map,  1722, 
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the  Common  had  but  one  good-sized  tree  on  it,  and  Lydia,  as 
she  sat  in  her  front  room  on  Beacon  Street,  watching  her 
cow  on  the  Common,  had  this  elm  immediately  under  her 
vision,  saw  it  grow,  and  talked  about  it  to  her  nephew  John's 
wife. 

Shurtleff  states  that  in  i860  "the  great  branch"  was 
broken  off,  and  that  one  hundred  and  ninety  rings  could  be 
counted  on  it ;  that  this  alone  carried  the  age  back  to  1670. 
Though  this  method  of  telling  the  age  of  trees  is  not  infalli- 
ble, so  far  as  it  proves  anything  it  seems  to  corroborate  Mrs. 
Hancock's  statement.  One  would  suppose  from  her  statement 
that  a  little  tree  with  branches  was  transplanted  from  the 
North-end,  —  and,  by  the  way,  the  records  show  that  at  that 
time  Daniel  Henchman  owned  a  field  at  Charter  Street.  Mrs. 
John  Hancock,  according  to  Savage,  remembered  when  this 
tree  was  not  fully  gi^own.  Shurtleff  says  that  this  tradition 
of  the  planting  of  the  "Old  Elm"  was  current  in  the  Hench- 
man family,  and  admits  that  if  it  be  true,  the  common  belief 
of  his  day  is  wrong.  He  also  says  not  much  reliance  can 
be  placed  in  the  tradition  that  the  Quakers  were  hanged 
there. 

Some  offer  as  proof  that  they  were  hanged  on  this  elm,  a 
statement  from  old  records  that  several  persons  were  injured 
by  the  drawbridge  at  Mill  Creek  falling  on  them  as  they  were 
returning  to  the  North-end  from  the  hanging  of  Robinson  and 
Stevenson  "on  the  Common."  This  can  be  admitted  as  true, 
and  also  the  fact  that  some  Indians  were  hanged  on  the  Com- 
mon in  the  time  of  King  Philip's  War.  Nevertheless  the 
Quakers  were  hanged  on  the  common  gallows  on  the  east  side 
of  Washington  Street,  some  four  hundred  feet  south  of  Dover 
Street. 

Mr.  Blackstone's  pasture  was  not  all  the  common  land  of 
Boston.  At  the  time  of  the  "Book  of  Possessions,"  Colburn's 
farm  reached  down  to  Castle  Street.  The  land  between  that 
and  Roxbury  Gate  was  common  land.  October  28,  1639, 
Samuel  Sherman  was  "  allowed  to  keep  up  his  cow-house  which 
he  had  built  upon  the  Common  by  the  gate  next  Roxbury." 
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Suffolk  Deeds,  Liber  i,  f.  121,  shows  that  on  May  31, 
1652,  William  Hibbens  sold  to  "Margery  Eliot  five  acres  of 
land  near  Roxbury  Gate,  bounded  north  and  south  by  land  of 
Jacob  Eliot,  west  by  Boston  Common,  east  by  the  highway 
to  Roxbury."  At  the  same  time  James  Penn  sold  to  "  Mar- 
gery Eliot  five  acres  of  land  at  Roxbury  Gate,  part  marsh, 
part  upland,  William  Hibbens  south,  Boston  Common  north, 
Roxbury  Creek  west,  highway  to  Roxbury  east." 

That  we  may  not  puzzle  our  brains  as  to  how  William 
Hibbens  came  to  own  land  in  the  "  Common,"  here  is  a  record 
of  "  1644  —  29*^^  of  the  2"^^,"  ordering  that  "a  parcell  of  land 
shall  be  laid  out  in  some  place  of  the  Commons  of  this  Neck 
as  may  satisfy  W^  Hibbens  for  land  of  his  enclosed  by  breast- 
work at  Fort-hill." 

In  the  town  records  of  1673  is  the  following:  —  "All  those 
that  had  cowes  on  the  Common  last  year  shall  pay  i2d  toward 
making  bridges  and  building  a  house  at  Roxbury  Gate  for 
securing  said  Gate."  In  fact,  if  one  will  read  in  the  records 
about  the  Neck  and  Neck  lands,  the  Common  and  Common 
lands,  so  as  to  get  familiar  with  the  subject,  he  will  find  that 
more  than  half  the  references  to  the  Common  in  our  town  re- 
ports between  1630  and  1701  are  to  land  at  the  Neck.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  if  the  gallows  on  which  the  Quakers 
and  Indians  were  hanged  was  at  Boston  Neck,  it  was  never- 
theless on  Boston  Common.  Accounts  of  these  executions 
were  published  in  England,  and  were  made  up  from  letters  re- 
ceived from  Massachusetts  ;  Bishop's  "  New  England  Judged  " 
is  the  best  known.  It  is  in  two  parts  ;  the  first  published  in 
1660,  and  the  second  in  166 1.  In  his  account  of  the  trial  of 
Robinson,  Stevenson,  and  Mary  Dyer,  the  sentence  was  that 
they  should  go  "  to  the  place  of  execution  to  be  hanged  on  the 
gallows." 

From  the  prison  in  Court  square,  "  Your  captain  led  them 
out  the  back  way ;  it  seems  you  were  afraid  of  the  front  way, 
lest  it  should  affect  the  people  too  much."  "  And  as  your 
captain  led  them  to  the  place  of  execution,  your  old  and  bloody 
priest,  your  high-priest  of  Boston  with  others  of  his  brethren 
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in  iniquity  and  in  persecuting  the  just,  met  these  sufferers  in 
your  trainfield  .  .  .  .and  fell  a-taunting  W.  Robinson."  "And 
when  W,  Robinson  went  cheerfully  up  the  ladder  to  the  top- 
most round  above  the  gallows  and  spoke  to  the  people,"  Wil- 
son said  "  Hold  thy  tongue,  thou  art  going  to  die  with  a  lie  in 
thy  mouth."  "  So  being  come  to  the  place  of  execution  hand 
in  hand  as  to  a  wedding  day  —  your  executioner  put  W.  Robin- 
son to  death  and  after  him  M.  Stevenson." 

The  locations  given  by  Bishop  are  rather  vague.  We  must 
remember  the  account  was  put  together  in  England  from 
letters  received  from  this  country.  Tremont  Street  was  •'  the 
Back  Street  leading  up  from  Prison  Lane  (Court  Street)  unto 
the  Common  or  Training-field."*  As  Tremont  Street  was  the 
back  way,  Washington  Street,  or  the  road  to  Roxbury,  was 
the  front  way,  and  would  have  been  avoided,  as  it  was  full  of 
angry  people  who  had  not  hesitated  to  express  their  dislike 
of  this  extreme  punishment. 

Bishop  shows  that  the  Quakers  and  their  guard  went  along 
the  unexpected  route,  and  he  brings  them  up  to  the  train- 
ing-field, our  present  Common,  and  then  becomes  obscure. 
He  says  :  "  So  being  come  to  the  place  of  execution."  We 
might  well  think  the  gallows  was  in  the  training-field.  But 
Bishop  continues:  "They  were  cut  down  and  their  naked 
bodies  cast  into  a  hole  that  was  digged  in  the  earth  without 
any  covering.  And  when  Friends  came  and  desired  that  their 
bodies  might  be  put  into  coffins,  and  so  into  some  enclosed 
ground  where  beasts  might  not  turn  them  up,  your  execu- 
tioner suffered  them  not  to  take  them  away,"  "And  when  a 
Friend  had  caused  poles  to  be  brought  to  fence  the  place  into 
which  they  were  cast,  that  so  their  bodies  might  not  be  preyed 
upon  by  the  brute  creatures,  seeing  you  would  not  suffer  them 
to  be  removed  but  left  their  bodies  in  a  pit  in  an  open  field 
which  was  soon  covered  with  water  .  .  .  ." 

Now,  though  Bishop  brought  them  to  the  "training-field" 
or  our  present  Common  ;  the  place  of  execution,  as  he  describes 

*  See  Suffolk  Deeds,  xxxiv  :  21S. 
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it,  does  not  accord  with  it.  Wild  beasts  did  not  come  on  the 
peninsula  ;  our  present  Common  was  fenced  in,  and  this  pit  in 
an  open  field,  which  was  soon  covered  with  water,  does  not 
mean  Mr.  Blackstone's  pasture. 

Mary  Dyer,  at  the  intercession  of  her  son,  had  been  re- 
prieved as  she  stood  on  the  ladder  with  "  her  coats  tied  about 
her  feet "  and  a  handkerchief  over  her  eyes.  She  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  die,  but  was  carried  out  of  the  Colony.  She 
soon  returned,  and  was  again  sentenced  to  be  hanged  **  on  the 
gallows." 

In  1660,  E.  Burrough  published  a  pamphlet  in  London  en- 
titled "A  Declaration  of  the  Sad  and  Great  Persecution  and 
Martyrdom  of  the  People  of  God  called  Quakers  in  New 
England."  He  gives  the  following  account  of  Mrs.  Dyer  :  — 
"Then  the  drums  were  beat  before  and  behind  her,  with  a 
band  of  Souldiers  through  the  town,  and  so  to  the  place  of 
execution  which  was  about  a  mile  —  the  drums  beating  that 
none  might  hear  her  speak  all  the  way."  There  was  but  one 
way  to  go  a  mile  out,  and  that  was  by  the  road  to  the  Neck, 
and  there  one  would  find  open  fields  and  marshes  covered  by 
the  high  tides,  and  an  occasional  fox  or  wolf  outside  the  gate 
and  guard  at  the  narrow  portion  at  what  is  now  Dover  Street. 

Sewall  and  Besse,  in  their  books  on  the  sufferings  of  the 
Quakers,  paraphrase  or  follow  the  early  reports,  and  also  say 
that  Mary  Dyer  was  executed  "about  a  mile  out."  It  will  be 
seen  that  this  expression  had  a  very  definite  meaning  to  the 
Bostonian. 

In  March,  1661,  William  Leddra,  from  Barbadoes,  who  had 
been  banished,  returned.  The  magistrates  offered  to  let  him 
go  to  England,  but  he  said  he  had  no  business  there  and  that 
he  was  willing  to  die.     He  was  sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

Thomas  Wilkie,  a  stranger  in  Boston,  wrote  of  Leddra 's 
execution,  which  took  place  in  March,  1661  :  —  "I  had  heard 
a  man  might  go  if  he  would.  Therefore  I  called  him  down 
from  the  tree  and  said  *  Come  down  William  ;  you  may  go  away 
if  you  will.'  Then  Captain  Oliver  said,  '  It  was  no  such  matter,' 
and  asked  what  I  had  to  do  with  it .? " 
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Bishop  printed  this  letter,  and  immediately  began  to  use 
the  word  tree  in  his  second  book  :  —  "  Edward  Wharton  ac- 
companied his  suffering  friend  to  the  tree,"  and  a  little  further 
on  he  refers  to  Leddra  as  "  the  fourth  person  that  you  have 
slain  and  hung  upon  a  tree."  And  in  the  second  part  of  his 
book  he  writes  :  —  "Mary  Dyer,  whom  your  barbarous  hands 
slew  by  hanging  on  a  tree,  after  she  was  reprieved  and  taken 
from  a  tree  and  brought  back  to  prison."  And  again  "They 
sentenced  and  put  to  death  William  Robinson,  Marmaduke 
Stevenson,  Mary  Dyer  and  William  Leddra  by  hanging  them 
on  a  tree." 

In  the  first  part  of  his  book  he  says  Robinson,  Stevenson, 
and  Mary  Dyer  were  sentenced  to  be  hanged  on  the  gallows, 
and  that  Robinson  went  cheerfully  up  the  ladder  to  the  top- 
most round,  above  the  gallows,  to  speak  to  the  people  ;  that 
the  bodies  of  Robinson  and  Stevenson  were  "  dragged  into  a 
hole  that  was  digged  for  them  near  the  gallows  ....  in  an  open 
field  where  beasts  might  turn  up  their  bodies  and  prey  on 
them." 

Now  "  the  tree  "  from  which  Mary  Dyer  was  reprieved,  and 
Robinson's  gallows,  were  identical ;  but  can  we  imagine  Robin- 
son climbing  high  up  into  a  leafy  tree  to  address  the  people  ? 
Wilkie's  word  "  tree  "  for  gallows  suited  Bishop's  taste  ;  it  was 
Biblical,  and  he  uses  it  for  what  he  had  previously  called 
gallows,  and  this  was  a  proper  use  of  the  word.  "Tree"  was 
the  generic  name  for  many  wooden  pieces  in  machines  and 
structures,  as  whiffie-tree,  axle-tree,  cross-tree,  gallows-tree, 
Scott,  in  the  "  Heart  of  Midlothian,"  writes  : —  "The  fatal  day 
was  announced  by  the  appearance  of  a  huge,  black  gallows- 
tree."  Tree  is  used  as  an  equivalent  of  gallows  or  a  cross, 
sometimes  with  an  adjective,  as  the  Holy  tree,  the  fatal  tree, 
Tyburn  tree,  the  gallows-tree.  Sometimes  it  occurs  alone, 
as  in  Acts  xiii :  29,  "They  took  Him  down  from  the  tree." 
And  in  Acts  x  :  39,  "  Whom  they  slew  and  hanged  on  a 
tree."  Bishop  evidently  had  these  passages  in  mind  when  he 
writes  of  Leddra  as  "  the  fourth  person  that  you  have  slain 
and  hanged  upon  a  tree."     People  of  that  time  were  so  im- 
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bued  with  Biblical  language  and  ideas,  that  at  solemn  moments 
very  common-place  persons  sometimes  wrote  in  an  elevated 
and  impressive  style.  The  various  Quaker  accounts  of  the 
execution  of  Robinson  and  Stevenson  resemble  the  story  of 
the  Crucifixion, 

Having  shown  that  the  "tree"  may  mean  simply  the  gal- 
lows, that  the  Neck  was  a  portion  of  Boston  Common,  and 
that  the  execution  was  a  mile  out,  where  there  would  be  marsh 
land  covered  with  water  at  high  tides  ;  I  will  say  that  having 
escaped  the  crowd  by  coming  up  "the  back  way  "  and  over 
the  training-field,  the  only  way  at  that  time  for  the  soldiers  to 
follow  to  get  a  mile  out  would  be  to  turn  up  Frog  Lane 
(Boylston  Street)  to  the  road  to  Roxbury  (Washington  Street), 
and  continue  their  mile  out  to  the  Neck. 

On  Bonner's  map,  published  in  1722,  will  be  found  the 
fortification  across  the  narrow  part  of  the  Neck  at  Dover 
Street.  Just  outside  the  gate  on  the  east  side  of  the  road  is 
the  word  "gallows."  Just  inside  the  fortification  is  a  post 
with  the  label,  "  One  mile  out  from  the  Town-house."  Bon- 
ner's map  also  shows  the  Henchman  elm  standing  alone  in 
the  middle  of  our  present  Common.  According  to  Lydia 
Hancock,  it  was  then  (in  1722)  sixty  to  seventy  years  old. 
To  those  who  had  read  of  the  accident  to  the  people  return- 
ing from  the  hanging  of  the  Quakers  on  the  Common,  and 
were  only  familiar  with  Bishop's  vague  account  of  the  taunting 
of  the  Quakers  in  the  training-field,  and  his  statement  that 
the  Quakers  were  hanged  on  a  tree,  it  would  seem  that  this 
elm  must  have  been  the  tree.  And  a  tradition  becomes 
venerable  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  gallows,  the  pillory,  and  the  stocks  were  in  every  law- 
abiding  county.  In  1650  the  General  Court  ordered  that  the 
gallows  should  be  taken  down  and  forthwith  set  up  again 
in  some  convenient  place  "on  the  Common."  In  1656  the 
Selectmen  ordered  "  that  the  gallows  shall  be  removed  to  the 
next  knoll  of  land  before  the  next  execution."  Ann  Hibbens 
was  hanged  on  it  soon  after  its  removal,  and  fifty  years  later 


.'^.:.: 


■s:o-.'..' 


A  PORTION   OF   BOSTON   NECK 

From    Bonner's    Map  of   Boston,    1722. 


A   PORTION   OF  BOSTON    NECK. 

From    Burgess's   Map  of  Boston,    1728. 
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it  was  still  on  "  Gallows-hill,"  the  knoll  on  which  it  had  been 
placed. 

The  Rev.  Increase  Mather  kept  a  diary,  and  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  December,  1674,  wrote  :  —  "  This  week  someone 
set  up  a  pillar  over  the  Quakers'  graves  who  were  hanged 
under  the  gallows,  and  wrote  '  Here  lie  the  bodies  of  such  and 
such,  their  souls  triumphing,  their  souls  crying  out  for  ven- 
geance.' This  is  an  ill  omen."  This  entry  shows  that  the 
Quakers  were  buried  near  the  gallows,  and  that  the  gallows  of 
1674  was  in  the  same  place  it  occupied  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  Robinson  and  Stevenson. 

June  17,  1685,  Judge  Sewall  writes  of  some  Quaker  asking 
to  be  allowed  "  to  put  a  paling  around  the  ground  where  the 
hanged  Quakers  are  buried  under  or  near  the  gallows."  This 
statement  in  his  Diary  shows  that  the  gallows  of  1660  was 
the  gallows  of  1685. 

August  5,  Mr.  Sewall  wrote  that  in  riding  from  his  house 
(on  Washington  Street,  where  Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.'s  store 
now  is)  to  Dorchester,  he  passed  by  "  a  few  feet  of  ground 
inclosed  with  boards  which  is  done  by  the  Quakers,  out  of 
respect  to  some  one  or  more  hanged  and  buried  by  the  gal- 
lows." 

In  1686  John  Dunton  was  here,  and  in  his  Letters  from  New 
England  he  gives  an  account  of  the  minister's  preaching  at 
the  execution  of  James  Morgan,  a  murderer  :  — 

"Before  I  leave  off  this  subject  I  must  bring  Morgan  to 
his  execution,  whither  I  rid  with  Mr.  Mather  after  the  sermon 
was  ended,  some  thousands  of  people  following  to  see  the 
execution.  Mr.  Cotton  Mather  prayed  with  him  about  his 
soul  all  the  way  thither,  which  was  about  a  mile  out  of  Bos- 
ton." 

"A  mile  out," — that  was  where  the  Quaker  hangings  took 
place,  and  by  Bonner's  map  it  was  near  the  fortification  at 
Dover  Street. 

In  November,  1688,  Judge  Sewall  looked  out  of  his  window 
and  saw  the  widow  Glover  drawn  up  Washington  Street  on  a 
hurdle,  or  kind  of  sled,  to  be  hanged  as  a  witch. 
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In  1699  a  Quaker,  Thomas  Story,  was  riding  from  Braintree 
to  Boston.  "  We  went  to  Boston,"  said  he,  "  near  which  on  a 
green  we  observed  a  pair  of  gallows,  and  being  told  it  was  the 
place  where  several  of  our  Friends  had  suffered  death  and  had 
been  thrown  into  a  hole,  we  rode  a  little  out  of  the  way  to  see 
it,  which  is  a  kind  of  a  pit,  near  the  gallows,  and  full  of  water." 
He  wrote  that  he  sat  on  horseback  for  a  time,  looking  at  the 
pit.  "Then  I  rode  into  Boston."  There  was  only  one  way 
to  ride  into  town,  and  that  was  along  the  narrow  **  Neck  "  and 
in  through  the  gate  at  the  fortification. 

In  1703  Timothy  Wadsworth  is  requested  to  "undertake 
the  repair  of  the  highway  beyond  the  gallows  on  the  Neck." 

In  1707  Abe  Harris  committed  suicide,  and  Judge  Sewall 
issued  a  warrant  "  that  he  be  denied  Christian  burial  and  be 
buried  at  Boston  Neck  near  the  highway  leading  to  Rox- 
bury,  over  against  the  gallows,  and  to  cause  a  cartload  of 
stone  to  be  laid  upon  the  grave  of  said  Harris  as  a  mark  of 
infamy." 

In  1 7 1 7  the  Selectmen  let  to  "  John  Warrin,  now  resident 
in  Boston,  miller  and  a  millwright,  a  circular  piece  of  land  for 
the  accommodation  of  a  windmill  on  the  south  side  of  Gallows 
hill,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  highway  leading  from  Boston 
to  Roxbury,  with  the  privilege  of  a  cartway  in  the  same,  for 
seven  years."  Here  we  find  the  gallows  on  a  hill  or  knoll,  as 
we  should  have  expected  after  its  removal  "to  the  next  knoll," 
in  1656. 

In  1729  appeared  Burgess's  map  of  Boston,  in  which  sufifi- 
cient  of  the  Neck  is  given  to  show  Gallows  hill,  the  windmill 
and  the  cartway  leading  to  it,  in  their  proper  locations.  By 
comparing  this  old  map  with  a  modern  one,  the  knoll  and 
Quakers'  gallows  seem  to  have  been  near  Perry  Street,  on  the 
east  side  of  Washington  Street. 

In  December,  1749,  Mr.  Sutton  Byles  appeared  before  the 
Selectmen  and  "desired  to  hire  a  piece  of  land  on  Boston 
Neck  where  the  gallows  now  stands,"  and  next  year  wanted  a 
longer  term  for  his  lease.  After  the  hill  was  leased  to  Byles 
for  his  windmill,  the  gallows  was  moved  to  a  knoll  on  the  west 
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side  of  the  road.  The  records  show  the  distance  from  the 
fortification  to  Byles's  land  was  three  hundred  feet. 

In  1765  the  General  Court  directed  that  a  new  gallows  be 
erected.  The  Sheriff  reported  to  the  Selectmen,  "I  have 
picked  out  a  rising  spot  of  ground  on  the  left  side  of  the  road 
going  over  the  Neck,  a  little  beyond  a  small  clay  pond  and 
near  a  gate,  which  leads  into  land  previously  leased  to  Col. 
Hill,  the  gallows  to  be  placed  40  or  50  feet  within  the 
fence." 

The  Selectmen  were  not  pleased  with  the  site.  A  com- 
promise seems  to  have  been  reached,  for  in  September  of  that 
year  a  procession  marched  through  the  town  with  effigies  of 
two  unpopular  men  in  Parliament,  and  after  hanging  them  on 
the  gallows  on  the  Neck,  tore  the  images  to  pieces. 

From  descriptions  in  the  town  records,  it  is  to  be  seen  that 
the  old  Gallows  hill  still  had  the  windmill  on  it  in  1767.  Maps 
of  the  siege  of  Boston  show  the  knoll  with  a  redoubt  and 
blockhouse,  and  near  by  the  old  windmill,  all  of  them  a  little 
more  than  three  hundred  feet  from  Dover  Street.  See  Map 
of  Boston  and  the  fortifications,  by  Lieut,  Page  and  Capt. 
Montresor,  1775. 

Probably  the  Selectmen  and  Judges  finally  agreed  on  this 
rising  ground  near  the  pond,  for  in  1767  Asahel  Plympton 
asked  the  refusal  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  Neck  opposite  the 
pond  near  the  gallows.  This  new  position  of  the  gallows  was 
where  the  Cathedral  now  is.  There  was  rising  ground  there. 
The  Neck  broadened  out  with  land  on  either  side.  The  turn 
in  the  road  at  the  Cathedral  is  shown  in  the  old  map,  which 
was  doubtless  caused  by  the  rising  ground,  and  the  gallows 
was  undoubtedly  there  a  few  years  later. 

In  the  early  days  Deacon  Colburn's  large  estate  reached  to 
the  north  side  of  the  land  now  Castle  Street.  In  1708  the 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  road  from  his  boundary  to  the  forti- 
fication (at  Dover  Street)  was  conveyed  by  the  town  to  eleven 
persons  on  condition  that  they  should  finish  a  highway  (Wash- 
ington Street)  and  secure  and  keep  off  the  sea.  This  grant 
was  about  one  thousand  feet  in  length.     Various   attempts 
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had  been  made  to  keep  the  Neck  beyond  the  fortification 
from  being  washed  away;  and  in  1785  the  town  conveyed  to 
Stephen  Gore  and  others  fourteen  hundred  feet  from  north 
to  south  along  Washington  Street,  on  condition  of  their  erect- 
ing barriers  to  exclude  tide-water.  They  divided  the  land 
into  fourteen  lots  running  on  the  east  side  from  low  water,  and 
to  avoid  a  bevel,  each  lot  had  a  bend  seventy  feet  from  the 
highway.     It  can  still  be  seen. 

One  of  the  gallows  posts  formed  the  boundary  of  "  Col. 
John  May's  lot,"  and  these  words  announcing  his  ownership 
were  painted  on  it.  A  wag  added,  "and  portion."  Apian 
of  these  lots  exists,  and  this  one  is  on  the  spot  occupied  by 
the  Cathedral.  The  gallows  was  near  the  entrance.  A  story 
is  told  of  two  friends  riding  into  town  over  the  Neck,  one  of 
whom,  looking  at  the  gallows,  remarked  to  the  other,  "Where 
would  you  be  now  if  everybody  had  their  deserts  ? "  The 
answer  was,  "I  should  be  riding  into  town  alone." 

In  1789  three  persons  were  hanged  on  Boston  Common. 
And  this  time  the  Neck  was  not  meant.  The  Selectmen  got 
permission  of  Ezekiel  Price  to  have  the  execution  near  the 
rope-walk  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Common,  where  the  Public 
Garden  now  is.  One  of  these  victims  was  a  woman,  Rachel 
Whall.  Her  offence  consisted  in  snatching  from  the  hand  of 
another  woman  a  bonnet  and  running  off  with  it.  Many  re- 
quests were  sent  to  Governor  Hancock  to  pardon  her,  but  he 
did  not  grant  them.  She  suffered  according  to  the  law,  as  it 
then  was  in  England  and  America.  Probably  Colonel  May 
wanted  to  improve  his  land  and  objected  to  having  the  gallows 
there,  and  did  not  like  the  grim  jokes  that  went  with  it.  Then 
the  gallows  was  set  up  near  the  Burying-ground  at  the  South 
End,  where  the  Franklin-square  House  is.  It  stayed  there 
till  the  new  jail  was  erected  in  Leverett  Street,  and  beginning 
with  the  spring  of  1826  executions  first  took  place  in  the  yard 
back  of  the  jail. 

Persons  condemned  for  piracy  were  hanged  in  a  number  of 
places,  perhaps  at  some  island  in  the  harbor,  as  Bird  Island 
or  Nix's  Mate.     One  execution  was  at   Dorchester  Neck,  or 
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South  Boston,     In  1704  the  pirate  Quelch  and  six  sailors  were 
hanged  on  Charles  River  flats. 

Judge  Sewall  wrote  in  his  Diary  that  after  dinner  at  three 
o'clock  he  went  to  see  this  execution.  Standing  with  friends 
on  Copp's  Hill,  he  looked  down  on  the  scene,  and  was  amazed 
to  see  how  the  river  was  covered  with  boats  and  canoes. 
The  pirates  were  hanged  on  a  scaffold  on  a  big  boat  on  the 
fiats.  When  the  final  act  took  place  "there  was  such  a 
screech  of  the  women  that  my  wife  heard  it,  sitting  in  our 
entry  next  the  orchard,  and  was  much  surprised  at  it.  The 
wind  was  south-west,  and  our  house  is  a  full  mile  from  the 
place."  As  already  mentioned,  Sewall's  residence  was  on  the 
east  side  of  Washington  Street,  midway  between  Summer  and 
Avon  Streets,  and  his  orchard  was  back  of  his  house. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  SOCIETY'S   LIBRARY,   1910. 


Donors. 


Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Co. 

Anonymous 

Baldwin,  George  S. 

Belknap,  Henry  W. 

Boston  Athenaeum 

Boston  Cemetery  Department 

Boston,  City  of    . 

Boston,  Home  for  Aged  Men 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston  Street  Department   . 

Brown,  Francis  H. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association 

Charles  River  Dam  Commission 

Children's  Hospital 

Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts 

Corbett,  Alexander,  Jr. 

Crawford,  Miss  Mary  Caroline 

Curtis,  Joseph  Henry  . 

Dorchester  Historical  Society 

Emery,  Mrs.  EUamae  . 

Essex  Institute    . 

Farwell,  John  W. 

Fitzgerald,  Hon.  John  F.,  Mayor  of  Boston 

Harvard  University     . 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio 

Carried  forward 


Vol- 
umes. 


I 

I 
I 

12 


35 


Pam- 
phlets. 


25 


51 


Donors. 


Brought  forward 
Humane  Society  of  Massachusetts 
Hyde  Park  Historical  Society 
Illinois  Historical  Society    . 
Jones,  McDuffee  &  Stratton  Co. 
Kansas  State  Historical  Society 
Lawrence,  Sir  Edward,  Bart. 
Library  of  Congress     . 
Maine  Historical  Society 
Manchester  Historic  Association 
McLaughlin  Bros. 
Massachusetts  Commissioner  of  Public  Records 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society 
Massachusetts,  Society  of,  State  of 
Massachusetts  Society,  S.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  Albert 
McCleary  &  Co. 
Medford  Historical  Society 
Melvin,  James  C. 
Missouri  Historical  Society 
Moore,  Arthur  W. 
New  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society 
New  England  Society  in  the  City  of  New  York 
New  Haven  Historical  Society 
Norcross,  Grenville  H. 
Olds,  Fred.  A.     . 

Old  North-west  Genealogical  Society 
Old  Planters'  Society  . 
Oregon  Historical  Society 
Piatt,  Charles  D. 
Purchased  . 
Reed,  Arthur 
Reynolds,  William  H. 
Sharon  Historical  Society 

Carried  forward 


Vol- 
umes. 


Pam- 
phlets. 


35 


I 

I 
I 

I 

12 

I 


17 


25 

I 
I 
7 


85 


61 


52 


Donors. 

Vol- 
umes. 

Pam- 
phlets. 

Brought  forward 
Sharp,  James  Clement 
Shaw,  Samuel  S. 

I 

2 

61 

Smithsonian  Institution 

2 

Sprague,  Henry  H. 
Stark,  James  H.  . 

I 

2 

State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa  , 

6 

Taylor,  Charles  H.,  Jr. 
Ware,  Horace  E. 

3 

I 

Weymouth  Historical  Society 
Whitney,  James  L. 
Whittier,  Charles  C.     . 

I 

r 
2 
2 

Woods,  Henry  E. 

I 

Total 

96 

75 

ADDITIONS   BY   GIFT   AND    LOAN 
TO   THE   SOCIETY'S    COLLECTIONS,   1910. 


DONORS. 


Bailey,  Miss  Katha- 
rine, granddaughter 
of  John  Bailey. 


Bemis,  George  F. 

Boston  Custom 
House. 

Boston,  City  of 


Cabot,     Miss    Cathe- 
rine E. 


Davol,  Albert  F, 
Dexter,  George  B. 
Dixwell,  John. 
Emery,  Miss  EUamae 


Estabrook,    Arthur 
F. 

Farwell,  John  W. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Iron  Roasting  "  Jack,"  invented  by  John  Bailey  of 
Boston.  The  seventh  patent  issued  by  the 
United  States  Government.  Parchment  patent 
certificate  issued  for  the  "  jack,"  February  23, 
1 792,  signed  by  George  Washington,  President, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Ed- 
mund Randolph,  Attorney  General. 

Model  of  the  barque  "  Maiden."     (A  loan.) 

Collection  of  Oil  Paintings,  Photographs,  and 
Models  of  marine  craft.     (Loans.) 

Group  Photograph  of  the  Boston  Common  Coun- 
cil, 1 892.     (A  loan.) 

Swing  Sign  of  the  "  Golden  Ball  Tavern."  It  was 
later  the  sign  of  Henry  Cabot,  gilder  and  orna- 
mental sign  and  banner  painter. 

Portion  of  a  Cannon  Ball  found  in  Charlestown 
when  the  999th  Artillery  club-house  was  erected. 

Two  Salt  Shakers  in  the  shape  of  men  and  minia- 
ture tea-set,  of  white  ware,  silver  lustre.  (Loans.) 

Indian  Flint  Stone,  found  in  a  trench  opened  on 
Boston  Common. 

Group  of  Portraits  of  the  first  ten  Presidents  of 
the  United  States.  Steel  engravings,  sold  by 
Charles  A.  Wakefield,  Boston,  1842. 

Silver  Medal  of  the  Humane  Society  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Certificate  of  Peleg  M.  Marble  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Fire  Department.  Signed  by  Mayor 
Alexander  H.  Rice,  November  2,  1857. 
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DONORS. 


Fillebrown,  Charles 
B. 

Gilman,  Mrs.  Mary 
E. 


Green,  Samuel  A. 

Guild,  Curtis,  Jr. 

Hawes,Edwd  S.,  Alice 
M.,  and  Marion  A. 

Hunnewell,  James  F. 
Huebner,  Edward  A. 

Linzee,  John  W. 


Loud,  Mrs.  Andrew 
J. 


Magoun,  Thacher,  3d, 
estate  of. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Pair  of  pure  gum   Overshoes, 
vulcanization  of  rubber. 


Made  before  the 


Maynard,  Edward  B., 
Exec. 


Warrant  to  make  partition  of  an  estate  on  Leverett 
and  Copper  Streets,  Boston,  belonging  to  An- 
drew Allison  and  others,  dated  December  25, 
1 810.  Deed  of  sale  of  land  on  Leverett  and 
Copper  Streets,  Boston,  by  Andrew  Allison  and 
wife,  and  David  AlHson  and  wife  to  William 
Munroe,  of  Boston,  for  $1650.00,  dated  Octo- 
ber 19,  1 810. 

Baton  carried  by  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  D., 
when  a  marshal  of  the  procession  at  the  laying 
of  the  corner-stone  of  the  Soldiers'  Monument 
on  Boston  Common,  September  18,  1871. 

Policeman's  Rattle,  used  in  Boston  about  1 820. 

Photograph  of  Josiah  G.  Hawes,  a  Boston  photo- 
grapher for  many  years. 

Steel  portrait  of  James  F.  Hunnewell,  President 
of  the  Bostonian  Society. 

Chair  made  of  wood  taken  from  the  Old  State 
House  when  the  East  Boston  Tunnel  was  con- 
structed, 1903.     (Loan.) 

Log-book  of  the  ship  "  Northwester ; "  she  sailed 
from  Boston  to  San  Francisco  and  returned  from 
June  22  to  Dec.  11,  1855. 

Table-cloth  used  in  the  Franklin  House,  Benjamin 
Smith,  proprietor,  on  which  General  Lafayette 
ate  a  dinner,  June  17,  1825. 

Brig  "  Prairie,"  built  in  the  Magoun  ship-yard, 
Medford,  by  H.  Elwell,  1845;  chartered  by  the 
United  States  Government  for  transport  service 
in  the  Mexican  War.  Ship  "  Herald  of  the 
Morning,"  built  in  Medford  in  185-.  Ship 
"  Witchcraft,"  not  built  in  Medford,  but  owned 
by  Thacher,  Magoun  &  Son.  (Loans.)  Ship 
"  Ducalion,"  built  in  Medford,  1836.  Four  oil 
paintings. 

Silk  Banner  of  the  Mastmaker's  trade,  formerly 
owned  by  George  W.  Cushing  of  Boston  ;  it  was 
carried  in  the  Washington  procession,  1 789. 


55 


DONORS. 


Minns,  Thomas. 

Morey,  Herbert  E. 

Norcross,    Granville 
H. 


Page,   Enoch,  estate 
of. 

Palfrey,    Robert    B., 
estate  of. 


Pew,  Mrs.  Clara  Lor- 
ing. 

Prescott,  Walter  C. 

Purchased. 

Rhodes,  William  W., 
estate  of. 

Sawyer,  Ernest  A. 

Taylor,   Charles    H., 
Jr. 


Weston,  Mrs.  Frances 
Erving,  estate  of. 


Willcutt,  Levi  L. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Photograph  of  Chauncy  Street  when  a  residential 
neighborhood. 

Pine-tree  Shilling  and  Sixpence. 

Photograph  of  the  interior  of  West  Church. 
Treasurer's  Benefit  Ticket  and  Box  Ticket  of 
the  Tremont  Theatre,  not  dated. 

Store  Swing  Sign  in  the  shape  of  a  pineapple. 
Store  Sign  in  the  shape  of  a  mortar  and  pestle. 

Chair  formerly  owned  by  John  Hancock.  Three 
Commissions  and  one  Resignation  of  a  Massa- 
chusetts Militia  Officer,  issued  to  William  Palfrey 
of  Boston  by  Governors  Lincoln  and  Eustis  and 
Adjutant-General  Sumner.  Five  Military  and 
Naval  Badges  issued  to  Robert  B.  Palfrey  in  the 
Civil  War. 

Silk  Banner  of  the  Cordwainers'  trade,  carried  by 
Matthew  Loring  of  Boston  in  the  Washington 
Procession,  1789. 

Cingalese  Sailboat,  Alaskan  Canoe,  Chinese  Junk. 
(Small  models.)     Two  half-models.     (Loans.) 

The  Gardiner  Greene  Garden  on  Pemberton  Hill. 
Oil  painting. 

General  Washington;  hand-colored  engraving,  pub- 
lished by  Carrington  &  Bowles,  London,  1785. 
Cane,  made  of  wood  from  Washington's  bier. 

Two  Marine  Time-glasses;  one  measuring  fifteen 
seconds,  the  other  twenty  minutes. 

Original  List  of  Subscribers  for  a  Merchants'  Ex- 
change and  Reading  Room  in  the  Exchange 
Coffee  House,  1810.  Business  Ledger  begin- 
ning in  1 82 1,  and  miscellaneous  Memoranda  of 
John  Jones,  proprietor  of  the  Exchange  Coffee 
House.  Colored  Poster  of  the  Harvard-Boston 
Aero  Meet,  Squantum,  Mass.,  September  3-10, 
1910. 

Collection  of  Relics,  comprising  Pictures,  Dresses, 
China,  Books,  Jewelry,  etc.,  formerly  owned  in 
the  Price,  Valentine,  Erving  and  Osgood  fam- 
ilies, from  whom  Mrs.  Weston  was  descended. 

The  barques  "  Belle  of  Oregon  "  and  "  George  W. 
Holcomb."  Schooner  rounding  Owl's  Head 
Light,  Penobscot  Bay.     Three  oil  paintings. 


OFFICERS 

OF    THE 

BOSTONIAN    SOCIETY 

SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


P^-esidents. 

*CURTIS   GUILD,  1881-1906.      *JAMES   F.  HUNNEWELL,  1907-1910. 
GRENVILLE   H.  NORCROSS,  1911  

Vice-President. 
Francis  H.  Manning,  1907  

.  Clerks  and  TreasjirersA 


*Samuel  M.  Quincy  .    .  1881-1884 

James  M.  Hubbard  .     .  1884-1885 

*Daniel  T.  V.  HuNTOON  1885-1886 


*William  C.  Burrage  .  1886-1890- 
S.  Arthur  Bent  .  .  .  1890-1899. 
Charles  F.  Read     .     .  1899  


Directors. 


*Thomas  J.  Allen     .     . 
*Thomas  C.  Amory   .     . 

*WlLLIAM    S.    APPLETON 

1890-1894 
*WiLLiAM  H.  Baldwin 

S.  Arthur  Bent  .     . 
*RoBERT  R.  Bishop    . 

Joshua  P.  L.  Bodfish 

Francis  H.  Brown  . 
*George  O.  Carpenter 
*Benjamin  C.  Clark 
*David  H.  Coolidge 
*Jacob  a.  Dresser    . 

John  W.  Farwell    , 
*Albert  a.  Folsom  . 

COURTENAY    GuiLD    . 

*CuRTis  Guild  .     .     . 


I 886-1 887 
1884-1889 
1881-1887 


1884-1886 

1890 

1882-1884 

1885  

1911  

1888-1896 
1890-1906 
1895-1907 
1891-1894 

1907  

1897-1907 

1908  

1881-1906 


*John  T.  Hassam  .  .  . 
*Hamilton  a.  Hill  .  . 
*James  F.  Hunnewell 
*John  Lathrop  .  .  . 
*Abbott  Lawrence  .    . 

William  H.  Lincoln  . 

Francis  H.  Manning  . 

William  T.  R.  Marvin 

Thomas  Minns     .     .     . 

Grenville  H.  Norcross 
*Edward  G.  Porter 
*Samuel  H.  Russell     . 
*Samuel  E.  Sawyer 

Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
*William  W.  Warren  . 
*William  H.  Whitmore 

Levi  L.  Willcutt    .     . 


i»»i- 

1883. 

1894- 

1887- 

1882- 

1899 

1904 

1900 

1881 

1908 

1896- 

1882- 

1906 


1890 
1895 
1910 
1899 
1884 
1903 

-1885 

-1900 
■1894 
1889 

-1890 
-1886 


*  Deceased. 
+  The  offices  of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  are  held  by  one  person. 


OFFICERS  FOR  191 


Presideftt 
GRENVILLE    H.   NORCROSS 

Vice-President 
Francis  H.  Manning 

Clerk  and   Treasurer 

Charles  F,  Read 

P.  O.  Address,  Old  State  House,  Boston 

Directors 

Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
John  W.  Farwell 
Grenville  H.  Norcross 
courtenay  guild 


Joshua  P.  L.  Bodfish 
Levi  L.  Willcutt 
William  T.  R.  Marvin 
Francis  H.  Manning 


Francis   H.  Brown 

Cofnmittee  on  Finance 
Courtenay  Guild  |  Francis  H.  Manning 

The  President 

Committee  on  the  Roo7ns 


Levi  L.  Willcutt 
Francis  H.  Manning 
Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 


Courtenay  Guild 
Joseph  G.  Minot 
The  President  and  Clerk, 
ex-officiis 


Cominittee  on  the  Library 


Francis  H.  Brown- 
Walter  K.  Watkins 
William  G.  Shillaber 


Henry  W.  Cunningham 
James  A.  Noyes 
The  Clerk 


Committee  on   Papers 
William  T.  R.  Marvin  |  Herbert  F.  Otis 

Edwin  D.  Mead  |  The  Clerk 

Committee  on  Ptiblications 
John  W.  Farwell  I  Albert  Matthews 

Rufus  G.  F.  Candage  |  Fitz-Henry   Smith,  Jr. 

The  Clerk 

Committee  on  Membership 


Charles  H.  Taylor,  Jr. 
William  L.  Allen 
Louis  Bacon 


Alex.  W.  Longfellow 
Allan  Forbes 
The  Clerk 


Committee  on  Memorials 
Courtenay  Guild  I  Harold  Murdock 

Francis  H.  Appleton  The  Clerk 


cu.stooians 

Robert  B.  Smith  John  W.  Kennington 

James  W.  Robinson  Thomas  M.  Hutchinson 


MEMBERSHIP    LIST 

MAY    1,  1911. 


HONORARY    MEMBERS. 


Bent,  Samuel  Arthur 
•Chamberlain,  Mellen 
*Guild,  Curtis 


Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr. 

♦O'Brien,  Hugh 

*  Smith,  Samuel  Francis 


LIFE    MEMBERS. 


Abbe,  Henry  Thayer 
Abbot,  Edward  Stanley 
Abbot,  Edwin  Hale 
*Abbot,  Francis  Ellingwood 
*Abbott,  Marshall  Kittredge 
*Adams,  Alexander  Clinton 
Adams,  Charles  Francis 
Adams,  Mrs.  Isabella  Hortense 
Addicks,  John  Edward 
Allan,  Mrs.  Anna 
Allen,  Miss  Clara  Ann 
Allen,  Crawford  Carter 
•Allen,  Elbridge  Gerry 
Allen,  Francis  Richmond 
Allen,  Gardner  Weld 
•Allen,  James  Woodward 
Allen,  Thomas 


*Alley,  John  Robinson 
Ames,  Mrs.  Anna  Coffin 
Ames,  Charles  Gordon 
•Ames,  Frederick  Lothrop 
Ames,  Miss  Mary  Shreve 
•Ames,  Oliver 

•Ames,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Caroline 
Amory,  Arthur 
Amory,  Francis  Inman 
Amory,  Frederic 
Amster,  Nathan  Leonard 
•Andrews,  Frank  William 
Andrews,  John  Adams 
Angell,  Henry  Clay 
Anthony,  Silas  Reed 
•Appleton,  Mrs.  Emily  Warren 
Appleton,  Francis  Henry 
Deceased. 
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*Appleton,  Nathan 
*Appleton,  William  Sumner 
*Armstrong,  George  Washington 
*Atherton,  Joseph  Ballard 
Atherton,  Miss  Lily  Bell 
*Atkins,  Mrs.  Mary  Elizabeth 
Atwood,  David  Edgar 
*Austin,  James  Walker 
*Ayer,  James  Bourne 
Bacon,  Mrs.  Louisa  Crowninshield 
Badger,  Arthur  Campbell 
Badger,  Daniel  Bradford 
Badger,  Erastus  Beethoven 
*Bailey,  Joseph  Tilden 
Baker,  Charles  Morrill 

*  Baker,  Miss  Charlotte  Alice 

*  Baker.  Mrs.  Ellen  Maria 
Baker,  Ezra  Henry 

*  Baker,  Richard 

*  Baldwin,  William  Henry 
*Ballister,  Joseph  Fennelly 
*Ballister,  Miss  Minetta  Josephine 
Bancroft,  Cornelius  Cheever 
Barlow,  Charles  Lowell 

Barnes,  Charles  Benjamin,  Jr. 
*Barrett,  Edwin  Shepard 
Barron,  Clarence  Walker 
Barry,  Charles  Stoddard 
Barry,  George  Thomas 
Barry,  John  Lincoln 
Barry,  John  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Bartlett,  Francis 
Bartlett,  Miss  Mary  Foster 
Batcheller,  Robert 
*Beal,  James  Henry 
Beal,  William  Fields 
Beatty,  Franklin  Thomason 
Beebe,  Edward  Peirson 
Beebe,  James  Arthur 
Beech,  Mrs.  Ruth  Adelaide 

*  Benson,  George  Wiggin 
Benton,  Everett  Chamberlin 
Bigelow,  Alanson,  Jr. 
Bigelow,  Albert  Smith 
*Bigelow,  George  Brooks 


Bigelow, !_ Joseph  Smith 

Bigelow,  Melville  Madison 

Bigelow,  William  Sturgis 

Black,  George  Nixon 

Blake,  Clarence  John 

Blake,  Mrs.  Frances  Greenough 

Blake,  Francis 

Blake,  George  Baty 

*Blake,  Mrs.  Sara  Putnam 

*  Blake,  Stanton 
Blake,  William  Payne 
*Blanchard,  Samuel  Stillman 
Blaney,  Dwight 

Blume,  Mrs.  Susan  Eliza 
Boardman,  Samuel  May 
Boardman,  Waldo  Elias 
Bodtish,  Joshua  Peter  Langley 
Bodwell,  William  Pearle 
Bordman,  John 
Bowditch,  Alfred 
Bowditch,  Ernest  William 

*  Bowditch,  William  IngersoU 
Bowdlear,  William  Henry 
*Bradford,  Martin  Luther 
Bradford,  William  Burroughs 
*Bradlee,  Caleb  Davis 
Bradlee,  Frederick  Josiah 
Bradlee,  Frederick  Wainwright 
*Bradlee,  Josiah  Putnam 
Bradley,  Jerry  Payson 
Brayley,  Arthur  Wellington 
Bremer,  John  Lewis 
Bremer,  Mrs.  Mary  Rice 
Bremer,  Samuel  Parker 

*  Brewer,  W^illiam  Dade 
Briggs,  Lloyd  Vernon 
*Brimmer,  Martin 
Brooks,  John  Henry 
Brooks,  Peter  Chardon 
Brooks,  Shepherd 
Brown,  Francis  Henry 
Brown,  George  Washington 
Brown,  Harold  Haskell 
Brown,  John  Coffin  Jones 
Brown,  Thomas  Hassall 


*  Deceased. 
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•Browne,  Charles  Allen 
*Browne,  Edward  Ingersoll 
*Browne,  William  Andrews 
Bullivant,  William  Maurice 
Burbank,  Alonzo  Norman 
*Burnham,  John  Appleton 
Burr,  Miss  Annie  Lane 
Burrage,  Albert  Cameron 
Burrage,  Charles  Dana 
*Burrage,  William  Clarence 
Burroughs,  George 
Cabot,  Arthur  Tracy 
Candage,  Mrs.  Ella  Marie 
Candage,  Robert  Brooks 
Candage,  Rufus  George  Frederick 
*Candler,  John  Wilson 

*  Carpenter,  George  Oliver 
Carpenter,  George  Oliver 
^Carpenter,  Mrs.  Maria  Josephine 
Carr,  John 

Carruth,  Charles  Theodore 
Carter,  Fred  Louis 
Carter,  Herbert  Leslie 
*Center,  Joseph  Hudson 
Chamberlin,  Charles  Wheelwright 
Chandler,  Cleaveland  Angier 
*Chapin,  Nahum 
*Chase,  Caleb 
*Chase,  George  Bigelow 
Chase,  Sidney 
Chase,  Stephen 
*Chase,  Theodore 
Cheney,  Benjamin  Peirce 
Cheney,  Mrs.  Emmeline 
Child,  Dudley  Richards 
Church,  Herbert  Bleloch 
Clapp,  Mrs.  Caroline  Dennie 

*  Clark,  Charles  Edward 
Clark,  John  Spencer 
Clark,  Miss  Nancy  Joy 
Clark,  Nathan  Freeman 
♦Clarke,  Mrs.   Alice   de  Verman- 

dois 
Clarke,  Henry  Martyn 
*Clay,  Thomas  Hart 


Clementson,  Sidney 
Cleveland,  Mrs.  Corinne  Maud 
Cobb,  John  Candler 
*Codman,  John,  2nd 
*Codman,  Mrs.  Martha  Pickman 
Codman,  Ogden,  Jr. 
Coffin,  Frederick  Seymour 
*Colburn,  Jeremiah 
Collamore,  Miss  Helen 
*Converse,  Elisha  Slade 
Coolidge,  Algernon,  Jr. 
*Coolidge,  David  Hill 
Coolidge,  Mrs.  Helen  Whittington 
Coolidge,  Joseph  Randolph 
Coolidge,  Mrs.  Julia 
Coolidge,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Jr. 
Cooney,  Charles  Lawrence 
Corbett,  Alexander,  Jr. 
Cordis,  Mrs.  Adelaide  Elizabeth 
Cory,  Charles  Barney 
Cotting,  Miss  Alice 
Cotting,  Charles  Edward 
*Cotting,  Charles  Uriah 
Crafts,  John  Chancellor 
Crandon,  Edwin  Sanford 
Crawford,  George  Artemas 
Crocker,  George  Glover 
Crocker,  Miss  Sarah  Haskell 
*Crosby,  Charles  Augustus  Wilkins 
Crowell,  Horace  Sears 
*Crowninshield,  Benjamin  William 
Crowninshield,  Francis  Boardman 
Cruft,  George  Theodore 
Cruft,  Miss  Harriet  Otis 
*Cummings,  Charles  Amos 
Cummings,  Thomas  Cahill 
Cunningham,  Henry  Winchester 
*  Curtis,  Caleb  Agry 
*Curtis,  Charles  Pelham 
*Curtis,  Mrs.  Eliza  Fox 
*Curtis,  Hall 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Harriot 
Curtis,  Henry  Pelham 
Curtiss,  Frederick  Haines 
Cutler,  Charles  Francis 


*  Deceased. 


6i 


Cutler,  Samuel  Newton 

*  Cutter,  Abram  Edmands 

*Cutter,  Benjamin  French 
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No.  1441. 


Commonujealtf)  of  iMas0acl)U0ett0. 


^e  it  JSnotDU  that  whereas  Thomas  C.  Amory,  Curtis  Guild, 
John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke,  Samuel  M.  Quincy,  Wil- 
liam S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns,  Henry  F.  Jenks,  John 
T.  Hassam,  and  Dudley  R.  Child,  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporation  under  the  name  of 

Cl^e  l5ojgtontan  ^octet^^ 

for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  study  of  the  history  of  Boston,  and 
the  preservation  of  its  antiquities,  and  have  complied  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made 
and  provided,  as  appears  from  the  certificate  of  the  President, 
Treasurer  and  Directors  of  said  corporation,  duly  approved  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  recorded  in  this  office ; 

JQoto,  Snijcrcfare,  ^,  Henry  B.  Peirce,  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  ia  I)erebp  ccrtifp  that  said  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Curtis  Guild,  John  Ward  Dean,  Dorus  Clarke, 
Samuel  M.  Quincy,  William  S.  Appleton,  Thomas  Minns, 
Henry  F.  Jenks,  John  T.  Hassam  and  Dudley  R.  Child, 
their  associates  and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  estab- 
lished as  and  are  hereby  made  an  existing  corporation  under  the 
name  of 

€l)e  25ojsftonian  ^ocietp, 

with  the  powers,  rights  and  privileges  and  subject  to  the  limitations, 
duties  and  restrictions,  which  by  law,  appertain  thereto. 


(SSEttnCEiEi  my  official  signature  hereunto 
subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  second 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

[Signed] 

HENRY   B.  PEIRCE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealths 


THE  BOSTONIAN   SOCIETY. 


ORGANIZED   TO  PROMOTE    THE  STUDY  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  BOSTON' 
AND   THE  PRESERVATION  OF  ITS  ANTIQUITIES. 

BY-LAWS. 
I. 

OBJECTS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  members,  so  far  as  may  be  in  their  power,  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  the  Society,  by  collecting,  by  gift,  loan,  or  pur- 
chase, books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures,  and  by  such  other  suitable  means 
as  may  from  time  to  time  seem  expedient. 

II. 

MEMBERS. 

The  members  of  the  Bostonian  Society  shall  be  such  persons,  either 
resident  or  non-resident  in  Boston,  as  shall  be  elected  to  membership. 
Election  shall  be  made  by  ballot  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular 
or  special  meeting. 

III. 

HONORARY  AND  CORRESPONDING   MEMBERS. 

Honorary  and  Corresponding  members "  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
Directors,  and  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  and  voting.  They  may  take  part  in  the  meetings  of  the  Society, 
but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote. 

IV. 

ADMISSION  FEE  AND  ASSESSMENTS. 

Each  member  shall  pay  five  dollars  at  the  time  of  his  or  her  admission, 
and  five  dollars  each  first  day  of  January  afterwards,  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Society  for  its  general  purposes ;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
joining  the  Society  on  or  after  the  first  day  of  October  in  any  year  shall  be 
required  to  pay  an  additional  assessment  for  the  year  commencing  on  the 
first  day  of  January  following. 

If  any  member  shall  neglect  to  pay  his  or  her  admission  fee  or  annual 
assessment,  for  three  months  after  the  same  is  due,  he  or  she  shall  be 
liable  to  forfeit  his  or  her  membership  at  any  time  when  the  Directors  shall 
so  order. 
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The  payment  of  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  in  any  one  year  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  shall  constitute  him  or  her  a  life  member  of  the  Society ; 
life  members  shall  be  free  from  assessments,  and  entitled  to  al!  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  annual  members.  The  money  received  for  such  life  mem- 
bership shall  constitute  a  fund,  of  which  not  more  than  twenty  per  cent., 
together  with  the  annual  income,  shall  be  spent  in  any  one  year. 

V. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates,  signed  by  the  President  and  the  Clerk,  shall  be  issued  to 
all  persons  who  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society. 

VI. 

MEETINGS. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday 
in  January,  and  regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
every  month,  excepting  June,  July,  August  and  September,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  the  Directors  shall  appoint.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called 
by  the  Clerk,  under  the  instruction  of  the  Directors. 

At  all  meetings  ten  members  shall  be  a  quorum  for  business.  All  Com- 
mittees shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

VII. 

OFFICERS. 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  shall  consist  of  a  President,  Vice-President 
and  seven  other  Directors,  a  Clerk  and  a  Treasurer. 

The  Directors,  Clerk  and  Treasurer  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  January,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year,  and  until 
others  are  duly  elected  in  their  stead.  The  President  and  Vice-President 
shall  be  elected  by  the  Board  of  Directors  from  their  number.  The  offices 
of  Clerk  and  Treasurer  may  be  held  by  the  same  person. 

VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

Any  vacancies  in  the  offices  of  the  Society  may  be  filled  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  term  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  any  regular  meeting,  to 
serve  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society.  In  the  absence  of  the 
Clerk  at  any  meeting,  a  Clerk  pro  tempore  shall  be  chosen  for  that  meeting. 

IX, 

NOMINATING    COMMITTEE. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  December,  a  Nominating  Committee  of  five 
persons  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  report  at  the  annual  meeting  a  list  of 
candidates  for  the  places  to  be  filled. 


8o 

X. 

PRESIDING    OFFICER. 

The  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  shall  preside  at  all 
meetings.  In  the  absence  of  both,  a  President /r<7  tempore  shall  be  chosen 
from  the  Board  of  Directors. 
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DUTIES   OP  THE   CLERK. 

The  Clerk  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

He  shall  notify  all  meetings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  an  exact 
record  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  of  its 
Directors. 

He  shall  conduct  the  general  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and  place 
on  file  all  letters  received. 

He  shall  enter  the  names  of  members  systematically  in  books  kept  for 
the  purpose,  and  issue  certificates  of  life  membership. 

The  Clerk  shall  have  such  charge  of  all  property  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  delegated  to  him  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

He  shall  acknowledge  each  loan  or  gift  that  may  be  made  to  and 
accepted  in  behalf  of  the  Society. 
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DUTIES  OF   THE   TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  Society,  and  pay  all 
bills  against  the  Society,  when  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

He  shall  keep  a  full  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  a  book 
belonging  to  the  Society,  which  shall  always  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  Directors ;  and  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January  he  shall  make  a 
written  report  of  all  his  doings  for  the  year  preceding. 

The  Treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  with 
one  surety,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties. 

XIII. 

DUTIES  AND   POWERS  OF   DIRECTORS. 

The  Directors  shall  superintend  and  conduct  the  prudential  and  execu- 
tive business  of  the  Society ;  shall  authorize  all  expenditures  of  money ; 
fix  all  salaries  ;  provide  a  common  seal ;  receive  and  act  upon  all  resigna- 
tions and  forfeitures  of  membership,  and  see  that  the  By-Laws  are  duly 
complied  with. 

The  Directors  shall  have  full  power  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  of  the  rooms  in  the  Old  State  House,  made  with  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  to  make  all  necessary  rules  and  regulations  required  in  the  premises. 


They  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  a  careful  comparison 
of  the  articles  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  with  the  list  to  be  returned 
to  the  City  of  Boston  under  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  certify  to  its 
correctness. 

They  shall  make  a  report  of  their  doings  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Directors  may,  from  time  to  time,  appoint  such  sub-committees  as 
they  deem  expedient. 

XIV. 

MEETINGS  OF   THE   DIRECTORS. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society,  at  an  hour  to  be  fixed  by  the  President. 
Special  meetings  of  the  Directors  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
appoint ;  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

XV. 

FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  two 
Directors,  who,  with  the  President,  shall  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  to  examine,  from  time  to  time,  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer ;  to  audit  his  accounts  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  to  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  proposed  expenditures  of  money. 

XVI. 

STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

The  President  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  January,  appoint  six 
standing  committees  (of  which  the  Clerk  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber ex-officio),  as  follows :  — 

Committee  on  the  Rooms. 

A  committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the 
Rooms,  of  which  the  President  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  member  ex-officio, 
who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Rooms  (except 
books,  manuscripts,  and  other  objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered 
as  gifts  or  loans) ;  the  hanging  of  pictures,  and  the  general  arrangement 
of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Papers. 

A  committee  of  three  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Papers,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  subject  of  Papers  to  be  read,  or 
other  exercises  of  a  like  nature,  at  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Society. 
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Committee  on  Membership. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Membership,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  give  information  in  relation  to  the 
purposes  of  the  Society,  and  increase  its  membership. 

Committee  on  the  Library. 

A  committee  of  five  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  arrangements  of  the  Library, 
including  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  all  books,  manuscripts,  and  other 
objects  appropriate  to  the  Library,  offered  as  gifts  or  loans,  and  the 
general  arrangement  of  the  Society's  collections  in  their  department. 

Committee  on  Publications. 

A  committee  of  four  or  more  members  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Publications,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  the  Publications  of  the  Society. 

Committee  on  Memorials. 

A  committee  of  three  or  more  members,  to  be  called  the  Committee 
on  Memorials,  who  shall  have  charge  of  such  Memorials  as  the  Society 
may  vote  to  erect. 

These  six  committees  shall  perform  the  duties  above  set  forth,  under 
jthe  general  supervision  of  the  Directors. 

Vacancies  which  may  occur  in  any  of  these  committees  during  their 
term  of  service  shall  be  filled  by  the  President. 

XVIL 

AMENDMENTS    TO    BY-LAWS. 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  may  be  made,  at  any  annual  meeting,  by 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  They  may  also 
be  made  by  the  like  vote  at  any  regular  meeting,  provided  notice  of  the 
same  be  contained  in  a  call  for  such  meeting  issued  by  the  Clerk,  and 
sent  to  every  member. 


